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PREFACE. 



The following pages were written at the desire 
of a gentleman connected with the press ; but 
their publication having been made contingent 
upon the approval of a third party, the intention 
was given up from his thinking their style but 
little calculated to promote the reputation of 
an author. Upon their being preached as ser- 
mons, however, they were approved by many 
who heard them, and the author was requested 
to print them. To this desire he consented, 
provided that after being preached a second 
time they should still be thought worthy of 
publication; and this having been the case, 
he felt that all personal considerations should 
give way to the prospect of being usefiil to 
others. The Author has received a fresh in- 
ducement to prosecute the work, from the 
knowledge that it has pleased God already 
to bless its pages to more than one soul; 
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thus Strengthening the main object which he 
had in view, thM of supplying to his poorer 
and less educated brethren a few thoughts 
that may comfort and encourage them under 
a lot not light or easy. The book is therefore 
offered to the world at the lowest remunerat- 
ing price to the publisher. 



THE 

SHEPHERD AND HIS SHEEP. 



CHAPTER I. 



TnE SHEPHERD. 



FsALM xxiii. 1. 

TUB LORD IS MT 8HBPHBRD ; I SHALL NOT WANT. 

Few persons who have dwelt much upon the 
trutlis of the Bible have failed to notice the 
power and beauty displayed in the twenty- 
third Psalm. It is, certainly, one of the most 
perfect of those songs which have been poured 
from the spiritual minds of the inspired serv- 
ants of God. For it is, in itself, a scheme of 
the believer's experience and comfort. It is 
ascribed by some to David, and is so entitled; 
but others have considered that it was com- 
posed after the captivity of Judah. Be this as 
it may, and it is not of much importance, it 
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delivers to us in thoughts which no one but a 
divine spirit could suggest, the blessedness* of 
that man who has accepted the offer of eternal 
life, and has taken God for his portiaa. Its 
fulndss and comprehensiveness of doctrine, as 
showing forth the operations of gi*ace and the 
privileges of the believer, have been left as a 
legacy to those who are permitted to behold 
them, not through. the medium of Moses, but 
in the face of Jesus Christ. For if such a por- 
tion of Scripture as that on which we are about 
to treat, is- ever to be understood in its fulness, 
it is now. Surely, then, it is one calculated to 
call out the gratitude of the renewed heart, and 
to strengthen its assurance of grace and peace, 
as well as to remind the worldly and untbink- 
ing, that there is a peace which the world 
knows not, which it can neither give nor take 
away, and that it is not only a complete thing 
but a present possession. The good Lord 
grant that every one who reads these pages may 
be. happily directed to lay hold of His peace, 
and to enter within that fold where His secret 
ones are kept, and where he that enters in 
" shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and 
find pasture." 
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• The Psalm opens with a brief but profound 
pr5position, " The Lard is my sliepherd;^^ the 
conclusion is as admirable as the opening is 
deep, ** I shall not want^ Upon reading these 
words one is instantly struck at the contrast 
which they present to the generality of human 
sentiments^ as well as to the grounds of human 
self-congratulation and security. When a man 
has the world before him, his unchanged nature 
leiads him into sad mistakes, the very reverse of 
this delightful truth. The advice even, which 
many prudent parents inculcate upon their chil- 
dren, savours much of the spirit of self-depend- 
ence. If I can but realize such and such ad- 
vantages, or secure such and such a station, ^^I 
shall not taantJ** If I can but make such a 
speculation answer, or if affairs do but take this 
or that turn, I shall be above the world, " / shall 
not wantJ" Thus reasons the heart, alive and 
flushed with the excitement of enlarging itself, 
and of taking its ease in this world. And what 
does many a prudent parent or friend advise ? 
Be diligent and attentive to business, rise up 
early, and late take rest, and you shall not want. 
How refreshing to turn to the simplicitj' of the 
Psalmist's grounds of support, " J7ie Lord is my 
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4 EXl>OSITION OF PSA.LM XXIII. 

shepherd; I shall not wantr Whether of the 
two is right ? Let us attentively examine there- 
fore the grounds of the Psalmist's comfort. It 
is very clear that they are not generally known, 
and still less adopted. 

The first inquiry which meets us is the cha- 
racter of the Provider, Who is the Shepherd 
of these respective advisers ? In the one case, 
we have man trusting to himself. In the other, 
we have the believer reposing upon the protec- 
tion of his God. Jehovah and Man, these are 
the two Providers set in opposition to each 
other ; and monstrous as it may look, the latter 
has much more credit than the former. If we 
glance around us, we cannot but perceive it in 
practical operation, and find it at the bottom of 
much of the infidelity of this day. Why this 
hurry, this anxiety, this turmoil, if the Lord 
were our Shepherd ? Why must men buy and 
sell upon the verj'- sabbath day, if the Lord 
were their Shepherd ? Is He not indeed suf- 
ficient who holds the waters in the hollow of 
His hand, who feedeth the ravens and the 
cattle, who openeth His hand, and filleth all 
things living with plenteousness ? Does He 
ever break His word or refuse the cry of the 
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poor destitute, or shake off the soul that cleaves 
to His mercy seat in prayer ? But why should 
we press the contrast ? The difference is 
manifest in this, that the one in his self-gotten 
wealth is poor ; the other in his very poverty is 
rich. We need not make mistakes upon this 
head. It is not that man can reach forth his 
hand to any thing which God does not grant 
him. He sendeth His rain and causeth His 
sun to shine upon the just and the unjust alike. 
He even gives up for the most part the riches 
and honours of the world to the children of the 
world. But there is, after all, a Vast difference 
between wealth given and wealth gotten. 
There is a vast difference between self-de- 
pendence that is permitted to accumulate its 
possessions to itself, and that spirit which seeks 
iirst the kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness, and desires to have nothing but what 
comes as it were directly from a father^s hand. 
The first may want here, and must want here- 
after. The second can say for both worlds, 
" Tfie Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.^ 
But in ascertaining the character and person 
of the believer's shepherd, it is the Christian 
only, we must remember, that enjoys the high 
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privilege of entering into the fulness of the 
precious lesson of a believer's experience. 
The Psalmist may in all likelihood have known 
by faith that God was to be revealed in some 
wonderful way to His expectant church. But 
he could not have known the extent of the 
truths of which the Holy Ghost was pleased to 
make him the organ. God was, is, and is to 
be, the same. " Jestis Christ is the same yester- 
day, to-day y and for everP The Shepherd of 
Israel is the same being throughout all ages. 
He is everywhere described as the same in 
Scripture. He was Adam's friend, Abraham's 
Jehovah, Moses' God, and Israel's rock. It 
was he that ^^ taught Ephraim alsoiogo, taking 
them by their arms,^ (Hosea xi. 3.) It was 
said of him by Isaiah, " He shall feed His 
flock like a shepherd ; He shall gather the- 
lambs with His arm, and carry them in His 
bosom, and shall gently lead those that are 
tvith young, ^^ (Isaiah xl. 11.) It was foretold 
of him by Zechariah, " Awake, O sword, against 
my shepherd, and against the man that is my 
fellow, saith the Lord of Hosts : smite the shep* 
herd, and the sheep shall be scattered^* It is still 
said of Him as a thing not yet come to pass> 
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as a pledge to fallen Israel, ^^ / will set up one 
shepherd over them^ and he shall feed themr 
(Ezekiel xxxiv. 23.) And who is this ? ^' Then 
said Jesus unto them again. Verily, verily, tsay 
unto you, I am the door of the sheep — by me 
if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and 
shall go in and out and find pa^sture.^'* " / am 
the good shepherd, the good shepherd giveth his 
Itfe for the sheep. I am the good shepherd, 
and know my sheep, and am known of 
mine.^ (John x.) What a depth of the mys- 
teiy of divine Ioxq is here uncovered ! Does 
the sinner know that Christ is the ground of 
every comfort that he has in this world ? Is he 
conscious l^at blood has been paid down as 
the price of every mouthful he eats, every gar- 
ment he wears, and for every breath that he 
draws ? It is even so. When man sinned by 
setting up the idol of self and Satan against his 
God, what was it that withheld the instantaneous 
vengeance of His arm ? When the iniquities 
of mankind multiplied, till the very earth cried 
out unto her Maker for deliverance, what was 
it that restrained ? And now that the tide of 
^n is setting in upon the world with delirious 
impetuosity, and threatening to overspread it 
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again, what is it that stays the judgment ? The 
answer is short. It is the blood of Christ. All 
things are Christ's. He has purchased them^ 
and they are His by a covenant of everlasting 
force. An oath has been sworn by the Mon- 
arch of Truth, and when heaven and earth 
shall have passed away, it will abide. What 
will the sinner think in that day when the blood 
of Christ shall no longer screen ^im ? He wa$ 
fed, clothed, and comforted in miserable uncon- 
sciousness, or in still more miserable disbelief, 
through the blood of Christ. " The Lord 
was his shepherd,^' and he knew him nott 
Eternity will not see the end of that man's 
bitterness. But it is this which forms the 
believer's joy in the use ^ earthly comforts^ 
and which impresses upon him not merely the 
duty of moderation, but of fear also, lest he 
should set his heart upon them. Christ, no| 
His creatures, is the believer's object of en- 
joyment. When we are enjoying the good 
things of life, it is the Giver that should fill our 
hearts with pleasure. Generous minds will un- 
derstand this. If my friend gives me any 
thing as a mark of his affection, it is the gift as 
it shows the giver, not as it displays .its owi) 
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value, that gratifies my soul. And it is the 
little as well as the great thing that we prize. 
We measure not our tried friend by his gifts, 
but the gift by our friend. And thus it is with 
our best of friends. Every little thing is mag^ 
nified in value because it is the gift of Jesus 
Christ. The believer seeks Him in every 
thing, and dare not let his heart out, unless he 
believes that his gift or his pleasure is sancti-* 
fied by His hand. . 

" When with dear friends sweet talk I hold. 
And all the flowers of life unfold ; — 
Lot not my heart within me bum^ 
£x€q>t in all I Thee discern." — Eeblx. 

We may conceive how much this feeling 
enhances our commonest pleasures and pos- 
sessions. Our daily bread is sweetened, our 
night's sleep is softer, our innocent recreations 
are rendered means of elevating our souls. 
Christ is thus brought to our houses and fire- 
sides, our walks and conversations. Oh that 
we could ever live thus in His presence ! And 
why should we not ? For let us but make 
Him the perpetual reference of our thoughts, 
and we shall soon insensibly adapt ourselves 
to the influences of such a sanctifier. 
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But mark the significance of the Psalmisf i^ 
language, " The I/yrd is my shepherd^ This 
refers, in the first place, to His providence. 
Let us consider what is implied in the expres- 
sion. The office of a shepherd is one of pecu- 
liar care and tenderness; his whole employ- 
ment is to promote the welfare and comfort of 
the sheep. And under this image Jesus repre^ 
Bents Himself to us : ^^TTie Lord is my shepherd^ 
I am therefore secure of daily food and clothing; 
No enemies will be permitted to injure me with- 
out a compensation. My body will be the sub- 
ject of watchful care in sickness and in health. 
I shall be safe from manifold dangers, and I 
shall ever carry about with me the sacred pre- 
sence of my pastor. Now, in whatever situation 
of life I may be placed, this truth win be a con- 
tinual source of secret peace and quiet. If I am' 
in poverty, I can cajmly look up to Him who is 
head over all things, to His body, of which I am 
a member, and say, "Give me this day my 
daily bread:" and I shall have it. If I am in 
tribulation, I can say and feel that my sorrows 
are my Master's, and that as in the sufferings 
of those who were persecuted by the vindictive 
enmity of Saul, when the foot is crushed on 
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earth, the head cries out in heaven. At all 
events, I am not without an overlooker and 
caretaker, £br " The Lard is my shepherd.'^ If 
I am in prosperity, I can check my rising selfr 
congratulation with the thought that I hold all 
things immediately from Him ;who can take 
ihem back again in a moment. And should I 
be raised to high places, I am reminded that 
there is one that magnifieth and that maketh 
low according to the good pleasure of His will. 
Observe, however, that this truth does not 
guaranty us against a low estate or suffering. 
The Psalmist does not say, ^ The Lard i^ my 
shepherd^ therefore I shall neyer know trial or 
trouble, for otherwise he would have impugned 
a sentiment which Asaph expresses in Psalm 
Ixxiii. For, says he, " i/* / «oy, / fvill speak 
thus : behald I should affend against the gene- 
ration of Thy children^'' The children of God 
are taught the supreme sufficiency of their Fa- 
ther. If it were not so, they might and would 
fall into the error of the worldling, and attribute 
their joys and comforts to created things instead 
of Him. But they all, by experience of one 
sort or another, are qualified to ask, with Asaph, 
" Wham have I in heaven but Tlieef^ And 
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assuredly they are enabled to add, ." and there 
is none upon earth in comparison of Tlieer 
k But if the believer is permitted to realize 
Jesus as his shepherd in Providence, how much 
more peculiarly is this the case in regard to the 
work of grace ? The work of Providence- fells 
far short of this. Comparatively speaking, the 
creatures of God have a claim upon His care. 
He made them, and they must of necessity 
look to Him either directly or indirectly to 
sustain them. But what is grace ? What can 
joy and blessing have to do with rebellion and 
disobedience ? Thus far, then, the world shares 
the favours of Providence with the child of God, 
and there it stops. It is true that God leaves 
it not without witness ; true that His Spirit still 
strives, and is ever redeeming souls from amid 
the polluted mass of humanity. But joy and 
peace, pardon and communion, these are the ex- 
clusive possession of the believer, the counter- 
poise in the balance of his earthly portion. The 
Lord is the believer's shepherd, therefore, in a 
higher sense. It is his peculiar privilege to 
receive from His hand the daily food of his 
soul. Thus, therefore, the child of God may 
say, " The Lord is my shepherd ; I shall not 
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wantr The word that goeth out of His mouth 
is my food. Upon this I meditate, and in this 
1 am permitted to realize Him. If I am in 
danger from the assaults of my spiritual foes, 
He protects me. If I go astray as a sheep that 
is lost, He seeks His servant, and with merci- 
ful chastening recalls me. Amid all the perils 
that threaten the church of His love, I am 
folded within that fold whose door cannot be 
broken. And, above all, I have communion 
with Him: for this is a second sense of the 
word here translated as a shepherd. The He- 
brew word {ro-gn-i) signifies a bosom friend or 
spouse. Such is the Redeemer's sacred inti- 
macy with His people. When we draw nigh 
unto His table, are we not brought into such 
an union as can only be represented by the 
amalgamation of food with the human body ? 
Are we not as vitally and actually made one 
with Him as the bread we eat and the wine we 
drink become transmuted into our life-blood 
and flesh ? Yes ! the believing Christian can 
say, with deeper significance than the Psalmist, 
" The Lord is my shepherd.^^ And ought he 
not to be able to affirm with even a holier cev- 
tainty, " / shall not toanV? 
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Believer! this is an important declaration. 
When a man has made up his. mind to this 
truth, he may cast care to the winds. For this 
is that blessed state of holy dependence upon 
Jehovah which gives a man a firm footing 
upon the slippeiy places of the world. The 
Lord is my shepherd, not man. ^' The Lord is 
my shepherd; I shall not want.^ Who shall 
question then the advantage of the believer's 
circumstances? Who would not rather have 
his poverty than the world's wealth ? 

But, it may be said, how is this delightful as- 
surance to be realized, and who are they that 
enjoy it ? I see, indeed, that if a man can but 
secure the interest of such a Friend, he is safe 
for ever. Ought it not to be sufficient to ask two 
questions in reply ? For whom did Jesus die ? 
and to whom is the Gospel messrige sent ? As 
long as a man is permitted to entertain a' sin- 
cere desire in his heart to be Christ's servant, 
and to have Christ for his friend, as long as he 
sincerely desires salvation through His blood, 
the door is open to him ; he may enter in and 
find pasture. The danger consists in delay : 
when the heart cools and desire depaits, and a 
man is left with the shell of his religion, the spirit 
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and life having withered within. Nor is such a 
case ctncomnion to any who have watched the 
evidences and progress of rehgious truth in the 
minds of others. There is, however, a fold 
within whose precincts the slayer enters not. 
The door of that fold is Christ ; Christ in His 
righteousness, Christ the Prophet, Priest and 
King of His people. That fold is not visible 
tjo mortal eye. The sheep that dwell within it, 
drawn from all climes and of all conditions, 
never perish. They know the Shepherd's voice, 
but they flee from the stranger. That fold 
comprises the body of Christ for which He 
died, and which is united to Him by an indis- 
soluble bond of faith and love. If the reader 
desire to experience the Psalmist's assurance, 
let him enter that fold, let him believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Shepherd and Overseer 
of souls. You hesitate. If no;w some person 
whom you had never seen, but of whom you 
had often heard, whose character for love and 
truth surpassed all that you had ever known, 
were to write to you and promise to supply all 
your necessities, what would be your feelings ? 
Would you question the authenticity or genuine- 
ness of the writings, and imperiously require evi- 
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dence of them ? Would you accuse* the writer 
of intending to trifle with your wants ? What, 
then, have you in your Bible ? You have the 
expression of God^s heart towards you. He 
says, ^^ Look unto me and be ye savedy all the 
ends of the earth.^ " Come unto mej ail ye 
that labour and are heavy laden.^'^ You meet 
with the inspired declaration of the text, '^ T9ie 
Lord is my shepherd: I shall not want."" 
You read further, " / am the door of the sheep, 
I am dome that they might have life^ and that 
they might have it more abundantly ; lam the 
good shepherd^ the good shepherd giveth his 
life for the sheep!'* Can you, then, read these 
words, and ask who is the object of this care, 
or how it is that you are to realize the assurance 
of it ? For whom is the Scripture written, or 
the promises made ? Reader ! they are for you. 
They are not for your neighbour, but for your- 
self. You are not at liberty to argue that '* Tlte 
Lord is my shepherd^ means some one else's 
shepherd. This is unreasonable indeed. You 
would not so treat a title of nobility, or a pro- 
spective fortune. 

The application, therefore, is short and ob- 
vious. Am I in want of daily support in body 
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and soul? " The Lord is my shepherd.^ Am 
I in danger, temptation, error ? " The Lord is 
my shepherd.''^ And what have the rich or the 
careless better than this ? That man would be 
very bold who should affirm that riches have 
not wings. That man is very wicked who puts 
his trust in another man, or who relies upon his 
own share of energy and health. But he who 
can say in humble sincerity, ^* lite Lord is my 
shepherd/' is neither presumptuous nor wicked 
in declaring that for which he has the warrant 

of God, " I SHALL NOT WANT." 



CHAPTER II, 



THE SHEPHERD'S CRAFT. 



Psi^LK xxiii. 2. 

HE MAKETH HE TO LTH DOWN IN GREEK PASTUBES; HK 
LEADETH ME BESIDE THE STILL WATERS. 

Words Vlke these carry nothing iDtelligible to a 
carnal mind, for the expressions here used 
must appear to many a man nothing better 
than figures of speech or rhetorical elegancies, 
which say more than is really meant. And 
yet, the experience of the believing Christian 
is no dream, otherwise this appearance would 
be strictly true. Whatever, therefore, the 
opinions of a mere critic or formalist may be, 
they cannot decide upon a subject which is 
only to be understood by the te^iching of the 
Holy Spirit. The experience which the 
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Psalmist enjoyed in divine things led him to 
compare it to green pastures and still waters, 
so that whatever these words may mean, when 
rightly understood, will be found to have been 
the relish of his soul in these matters. And 
there is one solemn truth connected with 
Scripture language, namely, that every word 
has its intention, literal or allegorical. I f literal, 
then the words stand for what they appear. If 
allegorical, then they are to be understood in a 
sense, a definite sense, correspbnding with the 
strength of the figure. How needful it is for 
us to be reminded of these things ! Are we to 
suppose that the saints of old time had a. pre- 
rogative of God's precious gifts and graces ? 
Is the Christian who has fallen into pleasant 
lines and a goodly heritage to come behind the 
Jew in his spiritual joys or in his apprehension 
of religious benefits ? What then do these and 
such like expressions mean, if we are to be 
creeping on at this slow rate, and looking at the 
positive declarations of religious experience as 
food for conjecture and not desire, for admira- 
tion, not enjoyment ? Let us endeavour to 
enter upon the consideration of them with the 
desire and assurance of realizing them in our 
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own souls. They are given to be the heritage 
of all them that belong to that little flock to 
whom the Lord is a shepherd. They shall be 
made *^ to lie daum in green pastures^^ and 
shall be led ^^ beside still u>aters»^ We here 
come to learn, therefore, what is the shepherd's 
care of his charge, that is, in other words, how 
Christ deals with His people. 

The first thing that the Psalmist declares is, 
that the sweetness of the grace of God in its 
communications to his soul was as refreshing 
as if he had been made to lie down in green 
pastures. He is here sustaining the pastoral 
image with which he started. In that hot cli- 
mate in which the Psalmist lived, it is found 
necessary for the health of the flocks to pro- 
vide them with some defence against the heat 
of the sun, as well as to secure for them plenty 
of refreshing food and bodily enjoyment. At 
noonday, therefore, the sheep are driven to the 
shade of those covered places where they may 
lie in repose for a short season. And at night 
they are kept within pens which are raised in 
places where the herbage is plentiful and good. 
If David, as many suppose, wrote this song, he 
would be using a familiar representation of his 
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own feelings. He had often brought his flock 
to the shelter of the covered shed or the moun- 
tain side, or under the shade of the trees, and 
made them lie down upon the refreshing grass. 
He had often driven them to the side of the 
still waters, and as night drew on, carefully 
folded them in their pens. Mark, however, 
the expression, " He maketh me to lie down^ 
This is the very attitude of repose ; such as the 
soul must experience when it lives in depend- 
ence upon God. Are you troubled about 
many things, reader? Do your daily affairs 
harass you ? Do the prospects of life, whether 
for advancement or for loss, keep you in much 
excitement ? Come to Jesus, and fairly and 
frankly cast your burden upon Him, and lie 
down at peace. This is the secret of a quiet 
heart and cheerful face ; if you have taken Him 
at all, you have taken him as your shepherd, 
and if so. He is become your provider. He 
does not understand His gentle craft so ill as 
not to know the times and the places for His 
flock. Shall the sheep direct the shepherd 
what to do and whither to go ? Leave all to 
Him, your business, your prospects, your 
health, your position. Place them solenmly 
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in His hands, and then trust Him for knowing 
more than you do, and for being a better guide 
for silly sheep than they would be to themselves. 
There are other and heavier cares, however, than 
those which relate to this world. What » 
uppermost in the mind of an awakened sinner I 
Is it not the question, which may well startle a 
being who can never die. How shall I be 
saved ? His sins start up before him with ac- 
cusing witness. The graves of forgotten lusts 
are opened, and they come forth to remind him 
that he once loved and did such things. His 
hereditary disease of corruption pleads against 
the hope of alliance with divine purity and joy. 
For peace he has great bitterness, for the se- 
curity of a sleeping or silenced conscience he 
has forebodings of sorrow that trouble him. 
Is this the case with you ? Come to Jesus. In 
that clear view of the grounds of salvation 
which He can vouchsafe to His people you 
may take your repose. For when a man thus 
unsettled in head and heart is favoured with an 
evidence of God's love to his soul in the media- 
tion of His Son ; and when that same Saviour 
upon whom the hopes of the guilty are set, is 
revealed to him as his peculiar personal friend. 
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what a «en8e of happy repose comes in upon 
his heart ! How iinspeakably precious is the 
view thus afforded to him ! Not more real, not 
more convincing, and not so valuable the clear 
sight of a deep truth in science which the great 
heathen mathematician^ obtained, and which 
made him leap out of the bath in which he was 
lying, and run into the streets, shouting (eu- 
reeka, eureeka) " I have found it, I have found 
it," than the sight of this truth of salvation by 
free grace has been to the thirsting souls of 
sinners. No : the language of Hezekiah has 
continued in their experience beyond the ac- 
cusation of conscience. For the sinner has 
not only cried, " Behold^for peace I had great 
bitterness ;^^ but he has been enabled to add, 
" Thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from 
the pit of corruption^ for Thou hast cast all my 
sins behind Thy back2^ This is repose: the 
soul is made to lie down in peace and take its 
rest, none disturbing it, none making it afraid. 
And is there not yet another truth implied in 
this expression ? For the soul is here repre- 
sented both as being made to lie down, and as 
in an attitude of repose. The first thought indi- 

* AjsMmedes. . . 
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cates God's power over it, the second its 
satisfaction. Man is not the worker of his own 
peace ; this comes from God. Not all the 
reasoning, nor all the conviction in the world, 
can make a man persuade himself of an as- 
surance which he does not feel. Yea, though 
he see clearly that " Christ died for the un- 
godlyy'* though even he believe that Christ 
died for him, he yet hangs back from the 
wished-for comfort and repose, because God 
has not made him lie down. How often is 
this the case in Christian experience ! What 
a difference there is between a deep conviction 
of a truth and a going out of the soul to rest 
upon it. Men doubt about this: they con- 
sider it fanciful, visionary, the working of a 
heated brain. But surely there is both truth 
and meaning in the expressions of Scripture 
experience, and ignorance can be no criterion 
of them. But what does the soul here find } 
It finds repose. It lies down to rest, satisfied 
with what it has got, content to abide, and to 
go no further. Is it not thus with the precious 
pastures of God's word and grace i Does not 
the Christian say. Here is my rest, — ^here will I 
dwell ? We oflen meet with such declarations 
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in Scripture, ^^Blessedy^ says David, " is the man 
whom Thou choosesty and causest to approach 
unto Tlieey that he may dwell in Thy courts : we 
shall be satisfied with the goodness o/Thyhouse^ 
even of Thy holy templet (Psalm Ixv. 4.) And 
again speaks Isaiah of gospel privileges, ^' My 
people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and 
in sure dwellingSy and in quiet resting places,^ 
(Isaiah xxxii. 18.) We do not speak of a per- 
manent rest on earth. The children of God are 
often driven from this repose, both by their own 
frailty, and by the violence of their doubts and 
temptations. But if ever they have once 
found it, their hearts are turned towards it; 
they find no rest, at all events, elsewhere. 
And they would be well content to abide in such 
a pasture until they were summoned to abetter 
in the Canaan of promise. The late Mr. Venn, 
of Huddersfield, says, in one of his valuable 
letters, '' Sometimes I have touches which I 
would give the world would last, but in an 
hour they are gone." This, indeed, is dis- 
tinct from the repose here intended, but it 
serves to show that the experience of the 
Psalmist as thus explained is still less a mere 
effort of imagination. But why should we not be- 
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come partakers of this rest ? If we have taken 
Jesus for our shepherd, let us seek His face. 
Let us ask Him in the language of His inquire 
ing spouse, " Tell me, O Thou, whom my soul 
lovethy where Thou feedesty where Thou makest 
Thy flock to rest at noon^ (Canticles i. 7.) Let 
us seek to make the communications and the 
union between ourselves and Christ as real and 
sensible as they would be with one whom we 
most dearly love. Let us pray for a sense of 
His reality, not such as the poor Papist would 
fain acquire from the sight of a painting or cru- 
cifix, but such as God alone can give, such as is 
promised us in those blessed words, ^^HetJiai 
loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I 
will love him and will manifest myself to 
him,^^ For where is Christ found? He is 
found in the green pastures among His flock. 
A green pasture is a fit emblem of a Christian's 
joys and refreshments. The words, however, 
are susceptible of two meanings. Literally, 
they mean cottages or sheep-cotes of grass, 
and thus they may include both the notion of 
shelter from the oppressiveness of a noon-day 
sun, and also a place of choice and delicate 
food. How true a description of the spiritual 
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comforts which God provides for them that 
follow Him ! 

In the first place, they are made to rest in 
shelter against the assaults of doubts and fears, 
and of those yet greater enemies, evil thoughts. 
When a man is permitted to embrace the as- 
surance of Christ's personal interest in his soul, 
and of his own privileges as a sheep of His pas- 
ture, he is delivered from those harassing fears 
which erewhile kept him in anxiety and sus- 
pense. For by the side of Christ, and under His 
personal care, these are driven away. They may 
come like the wolf and prowl around the fold, 
but there is no hireling to suffer them to enter. 
Christ is the door of the sheep; He keeps 
watch and ward. If, indeed, a sheep is weak 
enough to stray, he rues the folly. Peace and 
rest he knows not till he is once more at the 
Shepherd's side. Thus it ever is with the soul. 
As long as we look at Christ we are emptied of 
self and are happy. But the moment we begin 
to count up the score of what we have to do, 
the moment we indulge in high thoughts and 
presume to walk aione, we are brought very low. 
" To live is Christ.^ This sums up all in Him. 
He is the lawful centre of our affections and 
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designs. If we displace Him for any other ob- 
ject ; above all, if we place self in His room, 
we lose our road, and wander out of the way. 
He must be our all to save and serve. Just as 
in music there is an harmonic point, in the 
hitting of which the instrument is brought into 
perfect tune ; so God is the secret of the souFs 
harmony. If our affections, desires and pur- 
poses are brought to bear upon His will and 
glory, so that, as it were, they ring together, the 
soul is at peace ; at peace with Him, at peace 
with itself. Aim then at this. The musician 
achieves this by continually tightening his 
strings. Do you, reader, the same, and the 
result will be harmony. 

But we have a second meaning conveyed in 
this expression of the text. The green pastures 
are places of choice and delicate food. And 
what, then, are the truths of God's word ? What 
are the lights which break in upon the soul when 
meditating thereon ? Here is refreshment, suf- 
ficiency, enjoyment; here are satisfactions 
which satiate without cloying, which recur 
without weaiying. Christ is here, and this ac- 
counts for the efficacy of these things. ^^ La- 
hour not for the meat that perishethy" said Jesus 



THE shepherd's CRAFT. 29 

to the multitude that sought Him, ^^ but for tliai 
meat which endureth unto everlasting life. 
The bread of God is He which cometh dotvn 
from heavetif and giveth life unto the world, I 
am the bread of life, he that cometh to me shaU 
never hunger. The words that I speak unto 
youy they are spirit and they are life.^^ (John vi. 
27.33.35.63.) Do you beUeve this ? Is Christ 
really united to us in His word? Yea, His 
words are spirit and they are life. If we take 
them, trust in them, act on them, we shall soon 
learn our own adyantages. What the body 
receives by food, the soul gets by truth. Truth 
is the soul's aliment. There is a something m 
truth, specially in divine truth, that not only 
commends itself to the hungry soul, but carries 
with it an inconceivable influence and com- 
mand. It pierces the very substance of the 
man; it leavens him ; it becomes incorporate in 
him. No wonder, therefore, that the soul once 
let into this pasturage lies down and abides in 
it, and is willing to dwell in it for ever. It is 
ever green, ever fresh. It tires not ; for " he 
that cometh to me shall never hunger.^ Chris- 
tian reader, lift up thy heart with the Jews that 
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heard this declaration, and cry, ^^ Lord^ ever- 
more give us this bread,^^ 

There is a second image, however, under 
which the Psalmist presents us with certain 
valuable records of experience. He adds this, 
concerning his shepherd, " He leadeth me be- 
side still waters.^ This expression is not su- 
perfluous ; it is not merely added by way of in- 
creasing the force of the description. It con- 
tains a distinction of blessings. No doubt the 
Psalmist here records his thankfulness for the 
liberal supplies which he had of earthly things. 
Meat and drink, however, are but little things 
for God to bestow ; for is not the life mote than 
meat, a greater ^ft than that which merely helps 
to sustain it ? So, then, spiritual life is a far 
more important gift than the short enjoyment 
of an earthly existence. The principal object 
of the Psalm is clearly a representation of di- 
vine things and spiritual experiences. Lite- 
rally, the clause runs thus : " He leadeth by or 
upon waters of quietness ;^* and thus it is even 
more expressive. Mark again the language: 
" He leadeth me^^ that is. He brings me along 
gently as a shepherd does his sheep, accommo- 
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dating Himself to my pace and weakness, ac- 
cordingly as I can bear the reception of His 
truths and the manifestation of His graces. 
No man was ever plunged into these things at 
once. By gradual development he was made 
to bear the light of truth, and his acquaintance 
with divine things. There is both tenderness 
and wisdom in this. As too much light sud- 
denly let in upon the eye distresses and blinds 
it, so the introduction of spiritual truth and 
grace to the soul should be done gently. We 
see this in the teaching of Jesus, " / have yet 
many things to say unto you hut ye cannot bear 
them nowP (John xvi. 12.) In the same strain 
His Apostle writes, " / could not speak unto 
you a>s unto spiritualy but as unto carnal, even 
as unto babes in Christ, I have fed you with 
milk and not tenth meat, for hitherto ye were 
not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye 
able.'" (1 Corinthians, iii. 1, 2.) What a lesson 
is conveyed to us here ! How patient and 
gentle should we be with the ignorance and in- 
firmities of the young Christian ! How much 
more so with the perishing and dark world! 
Indeed too many of us require this caution. 
We are so apt to wonder that others know not 
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as much as we do, that we grow impatient. We 
treat scornfully or hastily their doubts and their 
mistakes. Yet it was not at the first that the 
man saw correctly when Jesus restored his 
sight. ^^ / see men as trees walking j"" was his 
description of his newly acquired sense. ^^ After 
that He put His hands again upon his eyes^ 
and made him look up : and he was restored, 
and saw clearly J^ (Mark viii. 24, 25.) 

But whither does the Shepherd of Israel lead 
His sheep? ^^ Beside still waters.^ These 
waters are the ordinances of His house. They 
are the wells of salvation of which Isaiah speaks, 
and to which the Psalmist alludes. ^^ There is 
a rivery the streavns whereof make glad the 
city of God, the holy place of the tabernacle of 
the Most High.^^ (Psalm xlvi. 4.) Again, Isaiah 
speaks, ^' They shall not hunger nor thirst, nei- 
ther shall the heat nor sun smite them, /or He 
that hath mercy on them shall lead them, even 
by the springs of water shall He guide them.^^ 
(Isaiah xlix. 10.) They are waters as opposed 
to the anxieties of the world about. Care of 
one sort or another is perpetually attacking us 
in the world. ^Care about our daily support, 
care about our families and business, care about 
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the very pleasures of domestic life. Oh the 
blessedness of the sanctuary, and of the Sab- 
bath which calls us together into it ! How 
should we get on without a Sabbath ? The 
load of care may be left outside the door of 
God's temple, for it is the house of refreshment 
and quiet. The burden is let down for a while, 
and we can breathe. It is thus then when we 
turn to God that we find peace. We are again 
reminded that He is our shepherd, and that 
He feeds us, not we ourselves. We are again 
brought to compare the poverty of earthly ad- 
vantages with those profound realities of the 
spiritual treasures for which the human soul is 
inwardly pining and panting. And if the 
troubles of earth are laid aside on such an oc- 
casion, what becomes of our fears and doubts 
as regards our eternal peace ? If your heart is 
indeed troubled about the future, come to the 
waters of quietness. There you will learn that 
the cause of quiet is the all-sufficiency of God. 
For what says the Scripture ? " / have laid 
help upon one thai is mighty.^ (Psalm Ixxxix. 
19.) " My soriy'' speaks the father of them that 
believe though they be not circumcised, " God 
will provide Himself a lamb for a burnt offer- 

D 
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ing.^^ (Genesis xxii. 8.) And what says this 
very Lamb of God ? " Came unto me^ all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden^ and I toiU 
give you rest^ Well then, believer, " When He 
giveth quietness^ who then can make trouble?^ 
(Job xxxiv. 29.) Surely the green pastures are 
pleasant to lie down in, and the waters of quiet- 
ness are refreshing to the soul. But who shall 
enjoy them ? These are the privileges of Christ's 
chosen sheep. They are found only in that fold 
of which He is the door. Many a man walks 
up to this fold and looks at it. He goes round 
about its fences and peeps in at the quiet scene 
and returns. Many wish to come in provided 
they may go out again when they like. Oh ! 
these are not the sheep. Is Christ more to you 
than any thing else? Is He more in your 
thoughts than any thing else ? Do you come 
to the pasture to seek Him ? Do you come to 
His house and ordinances to find Him ? If so, 
you are His sheep. Hearken, therefore, to His 
voice as He calls to you by His Spirit, " My 
sheep hear my voice, ^'^ ^^Fear noty little Jlocky 
for it is your Father*s good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom*^ 



CHAPTER III. 



THE SHEPHERD RECOVERING THE STRAY SHEEP. 



Psalm xziii. 8. 

HE &ESTOBETH MT SOUL: HB LIBADETH ME IN ITBB PATHS OF 
RIGHTEOUSNESS FOE HIS NAME'S SAKS. 

Health is the gift of God, but it fails ; grace 
is strong and cleansing, bat nature is weak and 
corrupt. The Psalmist's experience, therefore, 
not only leads him to expatiate upon the precious 
privileges which belong to the sheep of Christ, 
but it reminds him of another branch of his 
Shepherd's care, the restoration of the wan* 
derer. Whatever our health of body may be, 
would God that our corruption did not so 
often lead us away from His pastures, to 
follow paths that end in bitter pain and cor- 
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rection ! But .so it is. The sheep of Christ 
have indeed green pastures and calm retreats. 
They are privileged to lie down beside the 
waters of quietness, none disturbing them. 
But that which the Shepherd knows to be best, 
the sheep do not always consider, and the 
children of God are too frequently found astray. 
In such a case it is that the mercy and faith- 
fulness of the Church's Shepherd appears. 
" He restoreth my souV^ Of all the attributes 
of God, the most marvellous, because it is the 
most unexpected, and, to our ways of thinking, 
the most irreconcileable with His greatness 
and essential holiness, is His long-suffering. 
That God should punish rebellion is only com- 
patible with His perfect purity and justice. 
That He should pardon the rebel, through the 
infinite work of His Son, is the prodigious un- 
folding of perfect love. But that he should 
renew this day by day, that He should go after 
those who wander away from Him into self- 
pleasing ways and sins, and that He should 
restore the backsliders, — this is the climax of 
all ! and we ought to be humbled at the thought. 
Our views of this are cold and calm, because 
we do not know or do not reflect what God is. 
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Begin to measure His majesty and authority, 
His purity and goodness, — and the mind is 
&in to lie down in the dust and be silent. But 
it is the blessed privilege of Christ's sheep to 
be restored, for Christ is a perfect shepherd. 
He carries the lambs in His bosom, and gently 
leads those that are travailing and bowed down 
with sorrow. It is His complaint against the 
false shepherds, — " The diseased have ye not 
stretiffthenedy neither have ye healed that which 
was sicky neitJier have ye bound up that which 
was broken^ neither have ye brought again that 
which was driven away, neither have ye sought 
that which was lost.^^ (Ezekiel xxxiv. 4.) 

But Jesus is the good shepherd, therefore 
He says, " Behold /, even /, will both search 
my sheep and seek them ovitr (lb. ver.ll.) This 
is spoken, indeed, of a glorious and no far 
distant time, when Israel after the flesh shall 
be restored, and one Shepherd shall be set 
over them, even David their prince. But it 
gives us the true notion of Christ's care of His 
people, such as we are permitted to enjoy who 
have come to Him for pasture. It presents us 
with three cases in which He commonly re- 
stores his flock. 
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The &st case is that of restoration from 
weakness and fainting. How often has the 
believer realized this mercy ! Weakness is the 
frequent characteristic of many a child of God. 
Doubts of God's sufficiency or willingness to 
save, stumbling at little difficulties in the path, 
hesitating to go forward, suspicious thoughts 
about the dispensations or purposes of God 
towards us, and fainting under the smallest 
afflictions, — ^these are some of the sad draw- 
backs upon a Christian's progress and attain- 
ments. Christ's flock is unlike every other, as 
much as He is unlike every other shepherd. 
Other sheep are a profit to their masters, and 
other shepherds are benefited by their flocks, 
so that their very attentions and care have self- 
interest at the bottom. But ^^ can a man he 
profitable unto God as he that is wise may be 
profitable unto himself?^ (Job xxii. 2.) " O my 
soul J thou haM said u/nio the Lord, Thou 
art my Lordy my goodness extendeth not to 
theeP (Psalm xvi. 2.) The Church of Christ 
has been a dearly bought treasure, and it may 
be that the very extent of the payment is the 
cause of that forbearance which we all meet 
with) but which the Christian experiences to 
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the end. When, therefore, the believer thus 
halts upon the road, and faints or grows weaiy 
under the correction which is sent him, how 
does the Shepherd deal with him ? He restores 
his soul. He meets his doubts with assurances 
of favour ; He smooths his difficulties, and re- 
moves or diminishes his temptations ; He 
clears up some portion of the darkness that 
rests upon his dispensation ; and He strength- 
ens him to submit with thankfidness to the rod, 
and to recognise His hand, which in itself takes 
away a portion of the pain. This is the con-, 
tinual experience of the Gospel path. Some, 
indeed, may have more and some less of these 
things ; some are longer kept in suspense, 
others are ^ sooner blessed with peace and re- 
newal ; but the event is found the same to them 
all. It is important for us to be reminded, 
however, that these lights and comforts ordina- 
rily come to the believer in the way of the 
means of grace. If a man, in addition to his 
doubts, will also shut the only book that can 
resolve them, or stay aloof from the throne of 
sovereign grace, he has no right to expect re- 
lief, and at the least he will have to smart the 
longer for his sin. But oh, what mercy it is 
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thus gently to deal with our wayward hearts I 
How kindly is our impatience met ! How ten- 
derly is our fretfulness borne ! " Truly ^"^ says 
the Psalmist, " God is loving unto Israel /" 

But weakness is not the only difficulty which 
lies in the Christian's path. The mercy of God 
is extended even to backsliding. What child 
of God will not bear witness to this ? Yea 1 
even under the cryings of awful wickedness, 
has the Lord sought and restored His sheep. 
Who can forget David's fall ? Who does not 
remember David's restoration ? The fifty-first 
Psalm stands on record as an example of 
God's restoration of a backslider. But we 
must understand here clearly what is meant by 
backsliding. Let it be remembered, then> 
that the child of God has no compromise 
with sin. He dare not, he cannot, make 
terms with Satan. The word of God declares, 
** Whosoever is horn of God doth not commit sin ; 
for His seed remaineth in him : and he cannot 
sin, because he is born of God. In this the 
children of God are manifest and the children 
of the devil J*^ (1 John iii. 9, 10.) From this 
scripture we learn a solemn fact, that as he 
that is bom of God, that is, the child of God, 
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never loses the seed of God, so he cannot abide 
always in sin. It cannot mean that the believer 
never sins, for no man liveth that sinneth not ; 
but it clearly implies that he does not remain 
in a state of separation from God, as well as 
that his whole soul is opposed to evil. But 
many mistakes are made here by the forgetful- 
ness of some that the believer is not exempted 
from the risings of corruption. However se- 
cure he may be against lasting sin, he is not so 
secure but that through frailty he may fall, and 
that, moreover, even scandalously. If he is not 
circumspect, if he is growing careless with his 
senses or his associations, or negligent in his 
devotional exercises, he may fall into grievous 
sins, as has often happened. Hence the Apos- 
tle's caution to those who were risen with Christ, 
" Mortify therefore your members which are 
upon the earthy fornication^ uncleannesSy inor^ 
dinate affection^ evil concupiscence^ and covet- 
ousnessy which is idolatry.^^ (Colossians iii. 5.) 
He warns them that if they are not mindful, 
there is not one of these sins into which they 
may not fall. But they cannot abide in them ; 
and why ? Because God restoreth them. 
This is a blessed and most important truth. 
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It is the final preservation of Christ's sheep, 
which He Himself announces in John x. To 
the unbelieving, He says, " Ye believe not, 
because ye are not of my sheepr But of 
His real sheep He says, " My sheep hear my 
voice y and I know them, and they follow me. 
And I give unto them eternal life, and they 
shall never perish. My Father which gave 
tkem me is greater than all, and no man is 
able to pluck t?iem out of my Father's hand^ 
And by what means is this restoration effected ? 
It is effected by the power of the Holy Spirit 
that first wrought the believer's conversion, and 
the instruments which He uses are threefold, 
affliction, conscience, or soma act of mercy. 
Affliction, perhaps, is the commonest, because 
it is the most effective method of bringing the 
backslider to repentance. We see it in God's 
dealings with Israel at large, and we find it in 
the experience of individual saints. Thus the 
Psalmist speaks of it: " Before I wa>s afflicted 
I went astray, but now have I kept Thy word. 
I know that Thy judgments are right, and 
that Thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me^ 
(Psalm cxix. 67. 75.) Thus also speaks Je- 
remiah, " Wherefore doth a living man com- 
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plain I a man for the punishment of his sinsf^ 
And thus the Church by the mouth of Micah: 
" Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy ^ when 
IfaU^ I shall arise^ w?ien I sit in darkness^ the 
Lord shall be a light unto me; I will bear the 
indignation of the Lord, because I have sinned 
against Him.^ Thus, therefore, we find men 
sometimes chastised with sickness, sometimes 
with a sudden stroke of poverty or loss of 
character or friends, sometimes with darkness 
that they cannot realize comfort of any sort, 
nor even the plain words of the Bible. In 
these circumstances they must arise and say, 
" Come, let us return unto the Lord, for He 
hath torn and He ttill heal us. He hath smit-- 
ten and He will bind us v/p^^ (Hosea vi. 1.) 
It is a melancholy sight to witness the strug- 
glings of an unsubdued heart with God, and 
y6t even this is to be found among the various 
experiences of the Christian warfare. But this 
is a painfiil state, for it throws a doubt over 
the real condition of a man. Confession of 
sin and submission to the judgment is the only 
safe and befitting course for one whom God is 
correcting. 

But God sometimes restores the backslider 
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by the voice of conscience. This was David's 
case. When Nathan brought the accusation to 
bear upon him, that conscience which he had 
lulled for a whole year, beneath the load of 
foul adultery and still fouler murder, awoke. 
It leaped in his face until the awakened crimi- 
nal came down in anguish of heart and con- 
fessed that he had sinned. And thus it is often 
with the sheep of Christ when they fall again 
into sins from which they had been delivered. 
Some passage of Scripture, some incident in 
life, some word shot at a venture, some remark 
in a sermon, or by the wayside recalls the soul 
to reflection. God is revealed in displeasure, 
and the sin appears without concealment. 
The sinner is ashamed. He bethinks him- 
self of his mercies and privileges, of his noble 
estate and the ill return which he is making 
for it, and he is overwhelmed. It not unfre- 
quently happens that some chastisement follows 
this awakening just as it as often precedes it. 
The case of David, to which we have already al- 
luded, is an example. Together with the free 
pardon which was given to him, came the pro- 
mise of punishment. He had given occasion 
to the wicked to mock, and say, that, after all^ 
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religion was nonsense, for that saints could trip 
as well as sinners ; and therefore, not only was 
his child taken away, but the retaliation of his 
very crime, with far greater abominations, was 
predicted. But yet, what mercy is there not 
in this ? " The Lord hath chastened me sore^ 
but He hath not given me over unto death, 
O bless our God^ which holdeth our soul in 

LIFE, and SUFFERETH NOT OUR FEET TO BE 

MOVED. For ThoUy O God^ hast proved us. 

Thou BROUGHTEST US INTO THE NET, ITiaU 

laidest affliction on our loins. He re- 
storeth my soul,^ 

But we have one further example of the 
restoration of the backslider in the case of a 
sudden or great mercy. This is unquestion- 
ably not the common method of God's dealing 
with His children's sins. But the exhibition 
of mercy undoubtedly reacts upon a generous 
mind, with a force peculiar to itself. No feel- 
ing is stronger or more painful than the shame 
which pierces an ingenuous heart, under a 
conviction that it has been acting a base 
and treacherous part towards a faithful friend. 
When, therefore, God so deals with some 
hearts the effect of the mercy is as deep and 
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painful as that of the severer chastisement 
would have been. But even among the people 
of God there are wide differences of character, 
and it is not all, nor many, perhaps, that would 
bear this sort of correction, or be sensible of it. 
Theirs are minds of a delicate and fine order 
who would feel this, and all are not of this 
stamp. 

Enough, perhaps, has been said, therefore, 
concerning the case of the backslider. We 
have one more in that of the wanderer. 
Christ restores His people after their wan- 
derings. A distinction is here intended be- 
tween the backslider and the wandering sheep; 
in that the former refers to practical sin, the 
latter to doctrinal or experimental error. Both 
states are firaught with danger, but the latter 
peculiarly, because the principles of religious 
belief are thus often at stake. And thus it 
appears that Scripture bears out the remark, 
for in two places it especially records the peril 
of wandering from the truth. They both occur 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews. The first in 
chap. vi. where the Holy Spirit declares it to 
be " impossible for those who were once en- 
lightened^ and have tasted of the heavenly gi/i, 
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and were made partakers of the Holy Ghostj 
if they shaU fall away^ to renew them again 
unto repentance.^ The latter occurs in chap. 
X. where it is written, " If we sin wilfully 
after that we have received the knowledge of 
the truths there remaineth no more sacri/ice 
for sinsJ*^ It is pbvious that there must be a 
limit placed to the wandering of Christ's sheep. 
They cannot wander into a total apostacy from 
the faith. They may, like Cranmer, be guilty 
of a partial denial of the truth, and be brought 
to repentance ; or their lips, like Peter's, may 
assert what their hearts do not acknowledge, 
and which they speedily confess ; but they 
never wholly give up Christ. And yet many 
are the instances of the believer's wandering. 
Sometimes he wanders away from the use 
of ordinances and falls into a fanciful and 
self-invented religion, sometimes he pursues 
courses of action that are indefensible upon 
scriptural grounds, sometimes he wilfully 
tempts the grace and providence of God, 
sometimes he maintains views subversive of 
the truth. But God restores his soul. He 
suffers him not wholly to depart. As the 
Apostle travailed with the Galatians until 
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Christ were formed in them again, so Jesus 
patiently strives with him until He has restored 
his soul. This he does in various ways, by 
His word, or His ministers, or by some acute 
affliction which forces him to look back for 
comfort to the sufficiency of God in Christ. 
A man shall not forsake God with impunity. 
The rebellion of Israel is an example which 
is intended for our admonition. Bitter and 
manifold were the judgments which they ex- 
perienced for their defection. But God re- 
stored them. Nay, He will yet restore them 
finally, never to fall away again, carrying out 
thereby the type of His enduring love and 
pui'poses towards His children. 

Let us, therefore, pass on to the concluding 
portion of this verse. It contains a sweet 
assurance of grace : " He leadeth me in the 
paths of righteousness for His name*s sake.^ 
The expression " He leadeth me " is intended 
to convey the same idea of merciful and gentle 
guiding which occurs in the foregoing verse. 
God does not force men into the Gospel way. 
The Spouse expresses the method of His 
guidance : " Draw rne^ So the Lord draws 
men after Himself. Man has a will of his own, 
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or he would not be a responsible being. But 
God overrules that will, not by might but by 
conviction of truth, and by the power of 
awakened love. The appearance of Jehovah 
to His servant Elijah is the type of His providen- 
tial dealings with men. The Lord was neither 
in the fire nor the earthquake, but in the still 
small voice. And whither, then, does He lead 
His sheep ? " He leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness^ The paths here mentioned are 
either a beaten path or they may mean circles, 
for the Hebrew word signifies a circle in its 
first intention. In the sense of a beaten path 
we have the notion of a clear way, in which 
nothing is permitted to lie that can obstruct 
the traveller. So it is with the Gospel. In 
itself there are no difficulties, for man has got 
life on his own terms. These are paths of 
smoothness, therefore, as the Prophet Isaiah 
represents them : " A highway shall be there; 
the way-faring men^ though fools^ shall not err 
therein.^ Jesus declares, " My yoke is easy^ 
and my burden is light.^ The weary and bur- 
dened are invited to come here and repose. 
There is no peril in them, for it is declared, 
" No lion shall be there y nor any ravenous beast 

E 
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shaUgo up thereon^ it shall not be found there.^ 
It is only when we wander to the right or left 
of this road that we suffer. Whoever heard a 
believer complain of his religion as the cause 
of pain ? He complains of himself and his 
corruption, but the Gospel is peace. The 
beauty of this expression is heightened, how- 
ever, by the original meaning of circles, or 
orbits. The moral constitution of man, in his 
appetites, affections, and desires, as well as in 
the objects which he seeks, and the designs 
which he pursues, may be compared to the 
circuit of the planets round the sun. There 
must be a sort of central object round which 
these turn, for man is a dependent being. In 
the natural man this centre is self. All his 
affections and designs are for ever travelling 
round himself. But it is otherwise with God's 
children. God is the object of the service and 
adoration of His children, as well as the foun- 
tain of their comforts and support. When a 
man is brought to believe in Christ, therefore, 
self is displaced. He no longer seeks to 
please and sen^e his own lusts and desires, but 
Christ. And as he thus turns, as it were, round 
this object, he receives the warmth of His love 
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and the light of His grace. And is not this 
the one grand design of creation ? Is it not 
the sum of created happiness ? Is it not the 
essential principle of that change of heart 
which is called conversion, or repentance i 
For what is it ? It is Christ put in the place 
of the idol self. It is Christ made all and in 
all to the soul of man. It is the restoration of 
primeval order in the moral world, where God in 
Himself is the sole and sufficient fountain of bliss. 
Thus revolving round the Sun of Righteousness, 
the believer enjoys light, warmth and security. 
He enjoys light, for the righteousness of Christ is 
rejBected upon him, and in that alone he shines. 
He receives warmth, for the grace of Christ 
teacheth him to live soberly, righteously, and 
godly in this present worlds He enjoys, lastly, 
security, because the power and course of mo- 
tion lie not in him, but in that Sun round which 
he is turning. What an important thing it is 
to look to Christ for every thing ; to go out 
of ourselves to rest upon Him, and to serve 
Him. Mankind are perpetually inquiring after 
those simple principles which will give them 
the command of the powers of nature. Thus 
they are aiming at the principles of motion and 

£ 2 
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pow^r. They are even striving to find out 
some remedy which shall reduce the compli- 
cated evils of the social and the bodily system 
to one method of treatment. But all is vain. 
Here, however, in the moral world, the diffi- 
culty is removed. Does a sinner need any 
thing, or every thing? Christ is the grand 
sole remedy. One Christ is sufficient for every 
disorder in the world. ^^ He that hath the 
Son hath lifcy and he that hath not the Son of 
God hath not life^ 

But mark the cause of all this mercy. Why 
is the believer thus favoured ? " For His 
name^s sake!''' " Not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to His 
mercy He saved usJ'^ (Titus iii. 6.) What a 
blow to self-righteousness ! The cause of 
man's salvation is altogether irrespective of 
him. The arrangements were made ere the 
world was. Can this puff the sinner with con- 
ceit? What strange mistakes men commit! 
If any one doctrine could annihilate presump- 
tion or self-conceit, it is this; and yet some 
men shrink from it as the very promoter of 
them. But it is ever thus. The majestic pro- 
portions of truth are the same. It is not by 
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looking closely into the work of a column, or 
the figure of an arch, that we can judge of the 
harmony and beauty of a pile of building. The 
sovereignty of Almighty God in the salvation 
of souls is consequently not to be judged of by 
partial and confined views. It stands as the 
grand and awful foundation of every created 
thing, and like many other depths of divine 
wisdom, we must be content to admit that it is 
past our comprehension. Sufficient it is for 
me, if God says that is so. Sure I am, that 
when he restoreth my soul, and leadeth me in 
the paths of righteousness, it cannot be from 
any virtue or value in me, but from His own 
infinite goodness and grace, who, for His name's 
sake, forgiveth all my sin, and healeth all mine 
infirmity. Therefore, let me ever ascribe to 
Him every step in the road, every motion of 
good, every desire for Him and His holiness ; 
for " of Hiniy and through Him^ and to Him^ 
are all things y to whom be glory for ever. 
Anient 



CHAPTER IV. 



THB YALLBT AND THB STAFF. 



Psalm zxiii. 4. 

TSA ! THOUGH I WALK THBOUOH THB VALLXT OF THB SHADOW 
OF DBATB I WILL FBAR NO BYIL, FOR THOU ART WITH HE; 
THT ROD AHD THT STAFF^ THEY OOMFORT MB. 

This is a remarkably sweet and well known 
passage of Scripture. It is the expression of 
a believer's confidence at seasons the most try- 
ing to faith and assurance, namely, the times in 
which the mind is apt to be filled with harassing 
doubts as to the favour of God towards us, and 
horrors as to the hour of dissolution. Doubt- 
less the declaration is strong. For a man to 
say that in the profoundest season of darkness 
and anxiety, at a time when, as it were, the 
question of our everlasting happiness seems to 
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hang in a state of suspension ; and when, if 
ever, the heart is disposed to a«ik, ^* What if all 
should not be right ?" to say, that he shall cer- 
tainly be serene and at peace, this is indeed de- 
lightfiil, but it is strong. And yet, let us again 
ask, Is this experience real or unreal ? or is the 
believer under the law of Moses to have the 
advantage of ihe believer under Christ ? For 
two reasons it is desirable that we should set- 
tle this question; the one, that we may be 
convinced that the comforts of faith are neither 
extravagances nor delusions ; the other, that 
we may be encouraged to lay hold of consola- 
tions so deep and so important by a humble 
confidence in the fulness and sufficiency of 
Christ. It ought to be indeed the peculiar 
privilege of true believers to have a sure reftige 
in time of trouble ; and if they are no better 
off in these respects. than the unbelieving or 
the hypocrites, all that can be said is, that a 
great many things are written in vain for the 
encouragement of faith. But what is it that 
ever throws a doubt over the subject of 
Christian assurance ? It is that fiaJse view 
of the doctrines of grace, which makes a 
map's salvation the result not the cause of 
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his holiness^ which confounds our sanctifica- 
lion with our jlistification, which directs men 
to measure God's purity and Christ's atone- 
ment by the amount of grace which they have 
received. If we are indeed to look to our 
own evidences and then measure them with 
the standard of God's law, farewell peace and 
comfort, farewell hope and joy. But let us 
ever cherish that declaration of the Apostle 
which condenses in five words the whole of 
the Gospel. " By grace ye are saved, 
through faith ; and that not of y<mrselves ; 
it is the gift of God : not of tcorks, lest any 
man should boastJ*^ (£ph. ii. 8, 9.) If one 
clause of any other medium of salvation be 
admitted, it is not of grace, for otherwise 
wo^ is no more work. Let us, however^ 
approach the consideration of the subject with 
that earnestness of spirit which becomes dying 
sinners, and may God make it profitable to our 
souls. 

Let us first of all inquire of what sea- 
sons the Psalmist here speaks. He declares, 
" Yea I though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death I wiU fear no evilT* 
We see that his expression of confidence in 



THE VALLEY AND THE STAFF. 57 

his heavenlj Shepherd continues to increase 
until he reaches the avowal of the text. 
Beyond this he could not go, and therefore he 
commences with the cautionary asseveration: 
" Yea^^ that is, more than ajl that I have 
said, beyond all that I have described, even 
" though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I tmU fear no eviiy What 
a noble principle is that of faith which suf- 
fers not itself to be daunted by any circum- 
stances of trial, but which seems to rise with 
the emergency ! What will it not achieve ? 
An Apostle tells us that it subdues king- 
doms, works righteousness, obtains promises, 
stops the mouths of lions, quenches the vio- 
lence of fire, escapes the edge of the sword, 
makes the weak strong, inspirits the heart for 
the fi^t, and turns to flight the armies of 
the aliens. The Psalmist declares, that by 
its help he can walk in peace and security, 
even through the valley of the shadow of death. 
Ought it, need it do less under the larger 
promises and greater liberty of the Gospel? 
But let us examine the expressions which the 
Psalmist here uses to describe the depths of 
thp trials through which his confidence would 
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enable him to pass. He speaks of ^^ the vaUey 
of the shadow of death.^^ The principal image 
in this is very striking. Death is described as 
casting a shadow. As a figure brought into the 
light throws its form before it, so death casts a 
shade upon human life and human joys. It 
stands between us and the visible presence of 
Christ. It stands between us and the enjoy- 
ment of unclouded light and happiness. At 
some time or another it must cast a shade more 
or less dark upon the comfort and designs of 
every human being. For death is a sentence 
of punishment, the figure of that eternal misery 
wWch the un;epenrg and unbeUeving mS 
experience. And the dearest child of grace 
must pass through it and must feel somewhat 
of its awe, though the fear of after coming 
judgment may be removed. It is a thought, in 
truth, which no man, acquainted with the na- 
ture and consistency of the God of Heaven, 
can ever bear to dwell upon without the Psalm- 
ist's faith. For this reason men seek to put 
off the evil day. They will not think of it. 
They may affirm that they do, that they are 
ready to die, and that they can meet their 
end with calmness and fortitude. But in the 
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first place, this is not the Psalmist's Dor the 
Christian's peace ; and in the second place, 
it is not true that they either understand or 
admit the whole of the Gospel statements on 
the subject. They can face a death of their 
own choosing^ that is, with their minds made 
up to a very different state of things from that 
which the Bible presents, but they could not 
bear it, with the sight of their own sins and 
the law of God in contrast. It often seems as 
though the greater part of ministerial teaching 
consisted in undeceiving people : in setting 
them right upon subjects which affect their 
salvation, and it is a hard matter to do it. 
But if we have to begin this work with a 
death-bed, there is generally too little certainty 
to give much room for comfort. If we could 
get at the truth of most men's real views, it is 
to be feared that the reasons of their calmness 
mider the shadow of death would be found 
to be either something in themselves, or some 
monstrous appropriation of the mercy of God. 
Oh that we would all be convinced that the 
Psalmist's is the only ground for peace, and 
that health and above all youth is the time for 
preparation for death. With this expression. 
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however, the text joins another — the valley of 
the shadow of death. The Psalmist, in all 
probability, was thinking of such a valley as 
is most common in his country, where a nar- 
row strip of land runs at the foot of precipitous 
mountains and rocks, such as they have in 
Switzerland. When night comes, of course 
this is very dark and dangerous for persons to 
travel in, for the wild beasts frequent these 
passes, and if there be any thing like a storm, 
it is more destructive and violent there than 
elsewhere. The expressions of the text, when 
applied to the circumstances of human life, 
would imply consequently, firstly, the ap- 
proach of death, and secondly, some eminent 
peril or great pressure of mind. Concerning 
the former of these two trials the Psalmist de- 
clares that he shall have no fear. It has been 
said, that death must strike all with awe who 
think what death is. But this is not the terror 
that is meant here. The believer need dread 
no evil, however deeply his mind may be awed 
by its approach. The evil here mentioned 
must certainly mean the absence of Christ and 
the prospect of everlasting misery. ^This is 
the only evil that remains after the grave. 
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Death can inflict no evil upon God's children, 
but it is the seal of condemnation to the rest. 
Now it is quite possible that a man may depart 
this life mthout the fear of evil, who will yet 
suffer the vengeance of eternal fire. But he 
cannot do this, if either he believes Scripture 
or possesses an intelligent and thoughtful mind 
capable of examining the abstract question of 
the moral government of the world. The al- 
ternative, therefore, is this. He persuades 
himself either that good and evil will be con- 
founded together, or that his own actions will 
really pass the scrutiny of the law of God, or else 
that he is not a sinner. He cannot fairly look 
at his own heart, and comprehend and admit 
the breadth of God's commandments, without 
dying in despair or resting upon the same found- 
ation as the text offers for human security. Who 
are to be excluded from this comfort then ? All 
who trust to any thing, or look to any one but 
Jesus Christ. All who desire any other atone- 
ment than His bloody death, or any other 
Righteousness than His transcendant Holiness 
and imputed merits. And what is a death-bed 
without Christ ? Is the coolness of the philoso- 
phic infidel peace ? Is the forced comfort of 
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a self-righteous professor real ? Is any comfort 
to be derived in that hour from the thought 
of what we have done or endeavoured to do ? 
Yes! some take comfort from this, but it is 
false comfort. It is taken in defiance of the 
ikct, that no one action of our lives can stand 
the test of perfection, and therefore not of 
judgment ; and that if we had even done all 
that is commanded us, we are yet unprofitable 
servants. Oh, this is Br season of trial, and 
much reason have we to join in the supplica- 
tion which our Church puts up in her Burial 
Service. " O God most mighty, O holy and 
merciful Saviour, Thou most worthy Judge 
eternal, suffer us not at our last hour, for any 
pains of death, to fall from Thee.^ There is, 
indeed, an evil to be dreaded in that valley 
where death casts his shadow, by all who have 
not Christ for a Shepherd. Satan is the lion 
that goes up and down in it, and the storm 
of everlasting destruction will sweep down the 
miserable wall which men have daubed with 
untempered mortar. 

But there is a second season implied in the 
text, in which the believer shall fear no evil. 
That season is the time of great calamity or of 
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spiritual anxieties. There are afflictions which 
God is pleased awhile sometimes to send upon 
His children, in which there seems to be nei- 
ther a way to escape, nor a guide to direct. 
More than one child of God has cried out in 
bitterness and in haste, " / am cut off from 
before Thine eyeSy^ who has yet been able to 
add, " nevertheless Thou heardest the voice of 
my supplications.^^ But more than this, is the 
pressure which sometimes comes upon him 
when his iniquities are brought in an'ay 
before him, whether by some revelation of 
the malignity of sin, or by some actual trans- 
gression. Then if doubts concerning his ulti- 
mate safety should pierce the soul of such a 
man, if his unworthiness should arise before 
him, and the desperate deceit of his own heart 
should appear in contrast with the unchanging 
perfections of God, he is perhaps for awhile 
smitten down to the ground. He abhors himself. 
For a moment he can see nothing but irreme- 
diable j udgment upon his head. But the shadow 
which hid the shining pf the Sun of Right- 
eousness is after a while removed. The good 
Shepherd hears the bleating of His lost sheep, 
and seeks it. The evil that he feared has 
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passed away. And what is the secret that 
charms away his fear? 

" Thou art with »i^," says the Psalmist, 
" Thy rod and Thy staffs they comfort rner 
We now come to inquire, therefore, the 
source and instrument of the belieyer's peace. 
The source is the presence of the Christian's 
Shepherd, Jesus Christ. The instrument is 
His rod and staff. What an important truth 
is here conveyed to us, as to the cause of a 
Christian's peace ! What is it ? " Thou art 
WITH ME.'' It is not the evidence of grace, 
but the presence and love of Christ. " Thy 

ROD AND Thy staff, THEY COMFORT ME." 

It is not the remembrance of endeavours to 
please God, or the sum of actions which have 
been done, even by the help of God's grace. 
It is not the charities and exertions, the self- 
denial and fastings. It is the sufficiency of 
Jehovah Jesus. He alone can enable us to 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death 
without terror. And He u sufficient. But let 
us consider what the Psalmist meant by these 
expressions. 

When it is said, " Thxm art with m^," are we 
to suppose that God's presence is actually vouch- 
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safed to the belieyer in the time of tribulation 
and in the hour of death ? Most certainly. 
We have recorded instances enough to' prove 
it. When the three young Jews faithfully with- 
stood the commands of Nebuchadnezzar, and 
were consequently subjected to a most awful 
punishment, one like unto the Son of God en- 
tered with them into the midst of the burning 
fiery furnace, and dielivered them from all evil. 
Thus He fulfilled the promise made to His 
Church. *^ When thou walkest through the 
fire thou shalt not he burned^ neither shall the 
fiame kindle upon thee.^ So again,' when the 
Apostle Paul was on his way to Rome, and 
the ship was about to be lost, the Lord Jesus 
sent His angel to signify that He was with him, 
thus fulfilling the former part of that same 
promise. ^^ When thou passest through the 
waters I wiU be with thee^ (Isaiah xliii. 2.) 
And in death, who shall forget Stephen, who 
cried out, " Lord JesuSy receive my spirit ? " 
Yes, O Lord, Thou art ever with thy people 
that trust in Thee ! Above all, in that hour 
when the flesh is fidling and nothing but God 
can satisfy the craving of the struggling spirit, 
Thou art present to receive it. " Precious in 

F 
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the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints J* 
For this hour they have been living. To it they 
have been looking. All their thoughts, designs, 
and desires were connected with it. Doubtless 
Hie death of a believer is a moment of con- 
gratulation among those spirits that are com- 
misdoned to lead the released soul to the 
abode of die spirit. Another saved ! Another 
triumph added to the Redeemer's victories! 
Another jewel to adorn the court and crown of 
the adorable Emmanuel ! Such is thdr song. 
But the presence of Jesus is' not aH. His rod 
and staff are the believer's comfort. Various 
meanings have been attributed to these words. 
They appear to mean much the same thing, 
probably keeping up tiie image of a shepheid's 
instruments^. As the crook which the shep- 
herd bears is often used to pull the sheep out 
of danger and to direct them, so the ordinances 
of grace, the word, the Uessed cmnmunion of 
a Saviour's love, and those views of grace which 
are granted to the necessities of the a£9icted or 
dying Christian, serve to comfort him. And 
therefore the Psalmist most beautifully and 

* The rod was often used for marking the sheep, being dipped 
in TenulioD, and in tluB senae giveg a peetiMar force to the text 
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emphatically adds, ^^ ihey ccmferi me^ Those 
asBiurances which man seeds, God will never 
withhold from His children. How often has 
the sense of the Saviour's presence gladdened 
the eye that death was glazing with his shadow, 
sAer the devout prayer, that the body and blood 
of Christ might keep the body and soul nnto 
everlasting Ufe I How often has the &ce beamed 
wiA an expression peculiar to the realising of 
divine truth, when some portion of Ood's word 
has been brou^t into the soul ! ^ They cam- 
fori meP Well they may ! Earth can witness 
no troubles equivalent to those moments of 
solid peace* To be assuied that Christ is 
near, to receive from His Spirit those sweet 
and exquisite manifestations of His £ivour 
which are not unfreqaently given to Hiff 
waiting children, is worth any amount of 
trial which might otherwue crush us. Let 
us attend, therefore, to one or two eonclusiona 
that may well follow such a subjects 

The first is cautionary. Reader! would 
you enjoy this assurance in the day of trou- 
ble or die hour of death ? Live for it A life 
of worldliness or sin, or of n^iserable anxiety 
about food and clothing, will not yield a death* 

F 2 
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bed of Christian .peace, though it may end in 
one of deception. A man must be consistent 
with his principles. If dependence upon Christ 
appear to you, as it is, the only source of as- 
surance, give up self in all its insidious forms; 
lay down the world and take up the cross. 
Christ is better than father or mother, wife or 
children, houses or lands. There is no need 
of mistaking these things. It is not because 
you are bound to glorify the Lord that has 
redeemed y6u, that you are to consider your 
graces, or merits, or actions, a part of the 
righteousness whereby you are to appear 
clean in the sight of God. What concord 
hath Christ with Belial? That is enough. 
Again, would you enjoy this assurance when 
it is most needed ? Look not to yourself for it. 
It will never come from that quarter, unless it 
be to puff you up and desteoy you. Look not^ 
to the evidence of grace even, but to the all- 
sufficiency of Christ and His promises. Let 
not your comfort spring from what you are, 
but from the object in which you trust; so 
. that if you would satisfy your own heart, the 
question must be, not What am I doing ? but, 
To whom am I looking and trusting? Oh, 
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this is no fine-drawn distinction. It is a clear 
broad line separating between truth and false* 
hood. Because the Christian is bound to lead 
a holy life, men must needs make it the ground 
of his salvation. Surely, if any thing could call 
for holiness, it would be the gift of eternal hap* 
piness. No one would say that, because a par- 
doned rebel led a subsequent life of obedience, 
his obedience was the ground of his pardon. 
If, therefore, when our flesh and heart is fail- 
ing, we wotdd fear no evil, it must be the pre- 
sence of Jesus, and the support of His rod and 
staff that will comfort us. And this very look- 
ing out of ourselves to Jesus is the comfort 
of our souls, because we then trust not to a 
poor weak changeful creature like man, who is 
one thing one hour, and another thing ano- 
ther, but to the unchanging God, in whom is 
** no variableness^ neither shaehw of turning? 
Thus we lestm the stability of the believer's 
refuge, and the preservation of the children of 
God. Their souls are given into the keeping 
of a faithful Creator. The Shepherd has laid 
down His life for their defence, and they shall 
never perish. Tliey have no evil to fear. 
The valley of the shadow of death, which is 
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the most solemn and fearful passage of their 
probation, contains no terrors. Thej are en* 
abled to say, ^^ O deathy where is thy sting? 
O grave, where is thy mctory ? '' Sin is, indeed, 
the sting of death, which is destroying our 
body; and the holy law of our God is the 
insliiinient which gives it force ; but ^' thanks 
he to God, which ffiveth t$s the victory, through 
owr Lord Jesus Christ!^ And now, which is the 
better ? Will you follow the world, and bury 
yoorselres in the anxieties of an earthly sub* 
•istence, and look to jma own eyidences for 
comfort, or will yon cast all your care npon 
the sufficiency of the Christian's Shepherd.^ 
In the former of these courses you will find the 
shadow (rf death dark indeed, and unrelieyed 
by any thing but your own fidse persuasions. 
In the latter you will of a surety experience 
the truth of the declaration, *^ Unto the godly 
there ariaeth up light i» the darhnessJ* 
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IMMO PRBPABSST A TABLB BBTOBE MB IN THB PRSSSNeX OF 

xim inmiBs; toov ANotstswr ht hbao ioib oie.; »t 

OUP BUHNBTH OVBIU 

Various are the experieBces of the ehSdren of 
Ooc^aad it is not^ perhaps, the lot' of all to re- 
alize the extent of the Uessings here eacpressed 
ZD figpcffe* It does happen, however^ and that 
not seldom, that a helieyor who has passed 
dnough a d^ep ai^d long trial is brooglrt out m 
peace and joyihlness to rest. And- this has 
been found true both of tempoiral affictien and 
spiritual trial. Of the former we hare a re^ 
eoided instance in the circimistsMaces of Job. 
Of the latter we are reminded by frequent caeefr 
in ibe Christian world. But, in some measure, 
it doubtless falls und^r the experience (^ every 
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Cbristiaii whose faith it has pleased God to 
tiy. There is one thing that strikes us in the 
change of the figure under which the blessings 
of the child of God are pourtrayed. It is an 
enlargement of their nature and extent. In 
the former part of the Psalm, God is represented 
as a shepherd fulfilling the watchfiil and tender 
offices which appertain to that calling. There^ 
there is a notion of duty attached to it. Here, 
however, if the distinction be not thought tri- 
fling, the shepherd is changed into a liberal 
and munificent host : He prepares a table or 
feast for His fiiends. He invites them to a ban- 
quet. He anoints their head with oil, and fillp 
the cup of entertainment to an overflow. And 
shall we not find it among the experiences oi 
most believers, that God has firom time to time, 
so dealt with them ? Did He not so deal miik 
Israel, and with many of His saints, of old I 
Has He not given some of them pennanent 
abiding plentifulness and joy, and to most of 
them refreshing banquets of His gnuje? la 
the text, therefore, we have the image o£ two- 
truths presented to us connected, with thebe^ 
liever's experience; the first, that Jesus is 
pleased to feast His people ; the second^ that 
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He especially loves to honour them in the pre- 
sence of their enemies. 

" Thou preparest a table before ineP This is 
evidently designed from the context to repre- 
sent a feast, not a common entertainment. It 
signifies, therefore, both a liberal provision in 
regard to earthly comforts, and particularly an 
abundance of divine consolations and graces. 
There is no doubt but that the children of God 
are for the most part tried by earthly circum- 
stances of anxiety. For it is one of those les- 
sons which man most especially needs to learn, 
namely, to feel his entire dependence upon God, 
and to be contented with seeing others raised 
above him whose conduct is far from being as 
consistent or exemplary. Doubtless it was for 
them in particular that the Saviour laid down 
those precepts concerning a cheerful commit- 
ting of our daily wants to the providence of a 
heavenly parent. And the Apostle asks, ^^ Hath 
not God chosen the poor of this worlds rich in 
faith^ (James ii. 5.) As though faith was 
rather to be looked for among the poor ; since 
it was in circumstances like their^s that it would 
be most needed and therefore perfected ? And 
yet it has often been under apparent difficulties 
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of insuperable character that God has spread a 
liberal table for the believer. He has nera* 
deserted one, but He has enlarged many. The 
circumstances of temporal blessing, however, 
by no means explain the allusion and beauty 
of the text. We must seek that in those, 
spiritual significations which are implied in its 
language. For the believer, then, Jesus pre- 
pares a feast of good things, for such is the 
meaning of the word ^^ table " in the text. Aad 
what is this feast ? It is Himself. It is Him- 
self communicated to us under the various 
means of grace, and under the ordinances which 
He has appointed for our growth and nourish- 
ment and delight. Wherever Jesus is to be 
found, there is a feast of divine things, there is 
the oil of gladness, there the overflowing cup 
of joy. Jesus is both host and entertain* 
ment. He presides at the banquet, and feeds 
us with Himself. For this reason, we are re- 
presented as enjoying union with Him, as 
close as that of a branch to the tree, or of food 
digested and taken into our bodily system ; 
and thus the different means of grace are pre- 
sented under the notion of food. We are said 
to be nourished by the Bible a« by pure milk ; 
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aad it is written that man shall live by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 
So, again, prayer is said to strengthen the soul 
as though it had been fed. And Christian 
ccmversatien even is said to refresh the mind 
•and heart. But, above all, it is in the blessed 
sacrament of the Redeemer's body and blood 
that we most plainly and fully realize this 
union. He is the end and object which we 
seek in each of these means ; but here He is pre- 
sented to us under a figure so nearly approach* 
log carnal perception, that we can see nothing 
but Jesus Himself as the intended object of 
the ordinance. This table, therefore, is no 
other than the feast of His graces given 
under the various means which He has gra- 
ciously vouchsafed to His Church. Of i^ 
two things may be always said ; the one, that 
it is never empty, the other, that no hungry 
guest is ever dismissed unfed or unsatisfied. 
Yes, reader, these are two truths which no 
man can gainsay. K you have firequented 
this table and partaken of no delights, if you 
have used these ordinances and become no 
better or happier, the fault is in yourself. The 
table groans with fulness. It is you that are to 
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blame. If you really want Christ you cannot 
fail to find Him. But this is too often not the 
case. Men come to these great things without 
appetite or zest. They come not to find the 
food which is there supplied, and therefore the 
words of the blessed mother of Jesus apply t04 
them, " The rich He hath sent empty aioay^ 
Oh, if men would more firequently and sincerely 
ask themselves — ^What am I really desiring? 
for what am I really looking? they could not 
remain strangers to the cause of their own po- 
verty. At this feast, then, Jesus is both host 
and entertainment. He brings the soul to His 
banqueting house and gives it grace firom Him- 
self; He says, " Tdke^ eat. This is my body. 
Drink ye aliofthis^for this is my blood.^ He 
forgets not any one of those attentions which 
signify the pleasure which He feels at our com- 
pany, and the honour which He is pleased to 
put upon us. Thus, he anoints our head with 
oil. And what is this ? It is the oil of joy and 
gladness. The Psalmist tells us of the mean- 
ing of this in Ps. civ. : "(»7 to make his /ace to 
shine J*^ This oil is the same with the ^^ good 
ointments'*'* of which the Church speaks in her 
mystical song, wherein she professes that, " be- 



THE FEAST. > 77 

cause of the savour of His good ointmentSy the 
name of Jesus is as ointment poured forthy and 
therefore do the virgins (i. e. the pure in heart) 
love Himy It is spoken of by Isaiah as ^^ the 
oil of joy ;^'' by the Psalmist as ^^the oil of 
aladnessy^ (Psalm xlv.) ; by St. John as. the 
anointing which we have received, and as ^^the 
unction from the Holy OneP These various 
terms express the various designs and effects of 
the anointing of the Holy Spirit which is in- 
tended here. But it is most likely that the 
idea of joy is the thought principally intended 
by the text, and is equivalent to the fruit of 
the Spirit, which is joy. The Psalmist, in- 
deed, expresses it very graphically, when he 
says that it is to make the face shine. For 
what is it ? It is the manifestation of God's 
favour; the lifting of His countenance upon 
us. Such Simeon felt when he embraced that 
Redeemer in his arms. Such David felt when 
he came and stood before the Lord and blessed 
Him for His mercies. And such has many a 
believer experienced at this table, either when 
feeding on the word or partaking of the body 
and blood of Christ his Saviour. How often 
has the sight of some precious truth or promise 



78 EXPOSITION OF PSALM XXIII. 

come over his heart like oil, healing his wounds 
and causing him to burst forth into rejoicing? 
How has the anointing Spirit sealed to fats 
waiting and hungering soul the truth of Christ's 
preeiousness or farour? How has he brought 
home to his spirit the pardoning efficacy of the 
blood of Christy and the truth of the fact, that 
for him in particular the body of Christ was 
bruised and His blood was shed? As the 
Church professes, ^^ I mi dawn under His 
shadow tvith great delight, and His fruit was 
.sweet to my taste. I found Him whom my 
soul loveth: I held Him and would not let 
Him go^ (Canticles ii. 8 ; iii. 4.) 

Are these dreams I No ! verily ! They are 
the birthright of the adopted children of Ood. 
They are part and parcel of the inheritance 
which Christ purchased, and which the Spirit 
seals to them. Blessed are they then that are 
anointed with this oil, for it is nothmg less than 
the communication of the grace of Christ. 
Consider what His graces are, and you may 
then conceive of the value of this anointing. 
As the oil of the sanctuary was composed after 
the express ordering of God, and was forbidden 
to be imitated, so the holiness and value of 
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Christ are beyond all imitation. Full of grace 
and troth is He. Wisdom and knowledge are 
locked up in Him. Bighteoasness, sanctifica- 
tion, and redemption, are His properties. Hu* 
mility and love begin with Him. Well may 
the Church say of Him, ^ He is altogether 
fove/y.^' The more we have of His company 
and bis graces, the more we shall be engrossed 
by His beauty. And well it may be so, since 
He does thus communicate His unction to our 
souls. Is it a fiction or a figure ci speech 
«rhen the Christian communicant declares that 
lie has had a sight of Christ at the table ? It 
is no more a fancy than the conviction that 
there is such a being. But why should we ask 
such a question ? Who can be the judge of 
the savour of the ointment but he who has had 
the oil poured upon his head ? ^^ To you which 
beUeve, He is precious.^ To them who have 
felt it, it is real. To all the rest it is a dream. 
But the experience of the Psalmist goes fiir- 
ther: *^ My cup^ says he, ^^ runneth over 7^ 
This is an allusion both to the cup which the 
master of the feast used to send round, and 
also to the fulness and plentifiilness of the 
comforts which Christ is pleased to bestow 
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upon His guests. It is beautifully expressed 
in the song of songs : ^^ Eat^ O Jriends, drinks 
yettj drink ahundcmtly, O beloved.^ It is de- 
clared of God that, ^^ He giveth to all men libe- 
rally f and upbraideih fu>tP This is true of the 
mercies of daily life and the gifts of nature. 
But, in a spiritual sense, this declaration must 
be restricted to such as seek these gifts, whe- 
ther wisdom, or holiness, or any other graces. 
To these he gives abundantly, munificently, as 
a royal person. The cup of mercy, temporal 
and spiritual, runneth over. It is a fidl mea- 
sure, pressed down, shaken together, and run- 
ning over. But how is the figure brought down 
to fact when these spiritual mercies of Christ 
are considered in their presence in the com- 
munion of His blood? If Jesus is present 
any where, it is in that feast ; so that in nowise 
could He speak more literally to His Church 
than in the words you have just read ; '^Drink, 
yea J drink abundantly ;^ and at no time could 
the believer more appropriately add ; ^^ My cup 
runneth overJ* For what is this cup i It is 
the cup of blessing, as the Apostle Paul shews 
the Corinthians ; and it communicates to him 
that drinks in faith, the blood that was poured 
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out on the cross for his sins. It conveys to 
faim the precious benefits of that blood as by a 
deed of gift. It seals him to them and them 
to him. It is, therefore, also a cup of love, 
since it expresses aad exhibits in sensible 
show the immensity of that love which stooped 
to the incarnation of a human body, to suf- 
ferings, shame, and death. Surely this cup 
runneth over. Strictlv true and beautiful, 
therefore, is the language of the Sacramental 
Hymn of our Church : — 

" My God ! and is Thy table spread "J 

And doth Thy cup with love o'erflow ? 
Thither be all Thy children led ; 

And let them all Thy sweetness know." 

And is it not a cup of remembrance ? Do 
we not thereby call to mind the Lord's death, 
and shew it ? And do we not thereby remind 
Him of our necessities and desires ? Then it 
is, lastly, a cup of thankfulness. For, says the 
Psalmist, " What shall I render unto the Ixyrd 
for all His benefits towards me? I mil take 
the cup of salvation^ and call upon the name 
of the Lordr Yes, this cup is ftdl, not of 
wine only, but of love and blessing, of favour 
and kindness, of joy and salvation. The man 

6 
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who has once tasted its peculiar savour can re- 
lish nothing so well. In plain words, he that 
has once felt the power of Christ's sufficiency 
and love in this cup, will have but little taste 
for other satisfactions. 

But let us not forget that there is a circum- 
stance connected with these mercies in the text 
which demands some consideration. The 
Psalmist informs us that all these blessings are 
prepared for the believer in the presence of his 
enemies. Now it is a fact in the experience of 
God's Church that, as His honour is bound up 
with His people, and must be vindicated in 
part in and by them, so He has given repeated 
proofs that He is able to make his promises 
and mercies good to them, against the whole 
world. We need but look at the history of 
Israel itself, and read the promise which has 
been over and over again fulfilled ; " One man 
of you shall chase a thoiisand,^^ But it is 
under seasons of adverse trial that the Lord 
has most eminently displayed His power. 
Thus, under slanders and misrepresentations, 
under persecutions and unkindness, He feeds 
His children, not only with spiritual comforts, 
gladdening them with the oil of joy, and making 
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their cup to overflow, but He often marks them 
with honour. It was predicted of the believer^s 
Master, ^^ Rule Thou^ in the midst of Thine 
enemies.^'' And thus we have Joseph finding 
respect in the very prison, and finally made 
lord of Egypt Thus David is strengthened in 
the face of Saul and his house. Thus Heze- 
kiah's quarrel becomes the Lord's; and thus 
Mordecai is led in distinguished honour round 
the city of Shushan, by the very man who had 
conspired to ruin him. 

These examples might be multiplied in- 
finitely, but they are sufficient to show that 
God is pleased to mark for His own glory the 
path of those who will courageously acknow- 
ledge Him before men. But the history of 
daily life confirms this. And yet we are not 
to look to temporal advantages as the carry- 
ing out of the principle of the text. It is 
not always the case that the believer's table 
consists of earthly provision and advance- 
ment. Nor is it, indeed, a desirable matter of 
expectation. Our lot as children of God is 
eminently a spiritual one, and looking at God's 
dealings with believers as a lesson of encourage- 
ment, we ought rather to confine our desires to 

G 2 
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that which is most usual and most in keeping 
with our condition. Whatever, therefore, may 
be the outward honour and distinction put upon 
some of God^s servants, it is to the inward peace 
and calm joy that we must look, since those 
marks are laid upon them for His glory, not for 
their advantage. These special blessings, 
therefore, are the truest exposition of the mean- 
ing of the text. Was it not with reference to 
some such a case that the Psalmist declared, 
" In the multitude of my thoughts within «ie, 
Thy comforts have refreshed my soul ? " God 
leaves not His people to have the worst of it. 
He will not give Satan nor the enemies of re- 
ligion cause to say, " There is no Jielp for him 
in his Godr This, therefore, is the compensa- 
tion which the believer experiences. Under 
the most trying events and circumstances, in 
the most painful positions, there is a spiritual 
table prepared for him. He is there anointed 
with oil, and his cup of blessing and consola- 
tion runneth over. How many can bear testi- 
mony to this truth, that their sweetest moments 
have been enjoyed under the cloud of trial ! 
What else could make the Apostle affirm that 
he rejoiced in tribulation, that he was always 
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rejoiciBg? Ah, the gold is not found in the 
Hght of the sun, but in the darkness of the mine. 
What shall we say then to these things ? We 
must say that we have, therefore, strong induce- 
ments to personal holiness and faithful courage. 
It is very little to say that when all things are 
considered, the believer has the best of it. It 
is in spite of all those disadvantages and trials 
which break down the proud spirit and sour 
the temper, and throw a gloom over the life of 
the children of this world, that the children of 
God are made sensible of the infinite superi* 
ority of their condition. Without holiness, 
however, no man shall see God, neither in the 
world to come, nor in the manifestations which 
He gives of His presence here. It is the 
virgins that see the king in his banqueting- 
house, and if men will make their hearts the 
nests of pride and self*sufQciency, if they will 
nourish lusts and bitterness and vanities, how 
can they hope to entertain Christ, or to bring 
such companions into His presence ? Wide as 
the east is from the west, is earthly pleasure 
separated firom the joys of the spirit. Only 
let us mark the connexion in which the Holy 
Ghost puts them by the mouth of His prophet 
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Isaiah. " The oil of joy for mowrning^ mid the 
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness^ 
If we desire such joy we must know something 
of such sorrow. In other words, we must feel 
and mourn for our sins, our corruption of heart, 
that is perpetually driving us off the path of 
duty, and our actual wanderings from Christ. 
But, and if we know what this is, let us take 
courage, and remember that in the very pre- 
sence of our enemies God will delight to honour 
us ; not with earthly marks of favour, which 
may or may not come, but with spiritual joys 
and assurances of His love. There is one 
further observation that I would add, namely, 
that the language of the text betokens great 
sensibility in the receiver. A Christian man 
must ever be on the look out both to find and 
t9 acknowledge the mercies of God; and if 
even worldly men would but mark what provid- 
ences they meet with, it would tend to lighten 
their cares about this world. But it especially 
behoves the Christian to do so. If instead of 
poring over our troubles we would set ourselves 
to count up our joys, we should soon have such 
a lifift of mercies as would astonish us into 
thankfulness and praise. This is a piece of 
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advice often given in worldly matters, try it, 
reader, in heavenly ones, and, if you do not 
then find that God has ■ ever shown you more 
love than anger, more mercy than judgment, 
you must be blind indeed. 



CHAFTER VI, 



THE RESULTS OP PAST MERCIES. 



Psalm xxiii. 6. 

SUKBLT QOODKBSS AKD XBROT SHALL FOLLOW XB ALL THE 
DATS OF MT LIFB ; AND I WILL DWBLL IH THB HOUSB OP 
THB LORD FOR BYBR. 

If the Psalmist's experience hitherto has been 
valuable to the believer, as unfolding before 
him his own privileges and prospects, what 
must be said of such a text as this ? It is 
a worthy conclusion of such a list of mercies. 
It crowns, seals, and perfects them. Without 
it, they would have been qualified with fears 
about their continuance, but with it, their 
abiding character is asserted. We must be 
careful, however, to determine the intention of 
these expressions, as some persons have con- 
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fined them to a mere confidence in temporal 
protection and comfort. It must be observed, 
that the main drift of this Psahn is spiritual, 
and that under temporal images spiritual expe- 
riences are represented. It would be an un* 
hkely conclusion to such a subject, to have a 
mere assurance of temporal benefits; neither 
would the resolution which the Psalmist forms, 
and which evidently, by the analogy of the 
language, implies an everlasting obUgation, be 
at all consistent with it. It seems, therefore, 
that if we follow the order and meaning of the 
Psalm, the text conveys to us one of the most 
important truths in the believer's condition, 
namely, the final preservation of the saints. 
And not only is the spirit of the Psahn in 
favour of this view, but it is supported by so 
many passages of the word of God, that we 
shall not be chargeable with presiunption in so 
interpreting it. For what is the testimony here 
borne by the Psalmist ? It is only that which 
runs through the teaching of every book in the 
Bible. It is only the declaration that as the 
beUever's strength is totally dependent upon 
God, so the Lord will never leave nor forsake 
those whom He has brought out of the world 
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and made His own by spiritual adoption and 
grace. This trutii the Prophets have taught us, 
this Jesus and His Apostles have inculcated, 
that He who hath begun a good work in the 
heart of man, will finish it; or, in other words, 
that ^^ surely goodness and mercy shall follow 
him aU the days of his life.^ Let us approach 
the consideration of this delightful truth with 
the fervent prayer, that God may be pleased to 
give us the experience of it in our own esta- 
blishment as Christians. We have two matters 
for our present thought in the text ; the one, 
the Psalmist's assurance, the other, his resolu- 
tion and trust. 

Firstly, we have the Psalmist's assurance. It 
might be justly said that the whole Psalm was 
expressive of this, that it began, continued, 
and concluded with it. But the foregoing 
verses have each been applicable to a parti- 
cular case or circumstance, and this is a general 
truth. Nor is this .a distinction without a dif- 
ference. The believer is not always under the 
shining of God's face. It is needful for him, 
therefore, to receive some assurance that under 
present clouds and difficulties the mercy and 
goodness of God will never fail him. Such a 
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case is considered in Isaiah 1., ^* Who is 
among you that feareth the Lord^ that obeyeth 
the voice of his servant^ that walketh in dark- 
nesSj and hath no light ? let him trust in the 
name of the Lord^ and stay upon his God.^ 
Even under the chastisement of sin, it is his 
privilege to say, " When I fall I shall arise, 
when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a 
light unto me^ (Micah vii. 8.) For the com- 
fort, nay, for the preservation of his soul, he is 
permitted to declare at all times^ " Whatever 
my present lot may be, however unfavourable 
it may seem, ^ surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life^ " It is very 
likely that these words were spoken in part of 
temporal mercies. Some consider them to 
have a reference to David's prospect of final 
peace in his kingdom ; some imagine them to 
refer to the settlement of the Jews after their 
protracted captivity in Chaldea. But how 
much more appropriate and forcible is it in the 
connexion in which we are viewing it. Who 
can coimt upon temporal prosperity ? The 
same writer tells us, in Psalm xxx, ^ In my 
prosperity I said, I shall never be moved, lord, 
by Thy favour Thou ha>st made my mountain 
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to stand strong : Thou didst hide Thy faccy 
and I was troubledJ*^ The text, then, is a 
general truth, declaring the superior and pecu- 
liar advantages of the child of God. He is 
secure of his Father's protection. He will 
never be suffered to fall away finally and en- 
tirely. But God will keep him. Certain of 
temporal advantages he cannot be, for they are 
not promised. On the contrary, they are rather 
withheld from the Lord's people. But for spi- 
ritual mercies, for the continuance and increase 
of them, he has the word and assurance of a 
covenanted God. Mark, then, his words: 
" Surely.^ There are no superfluous words in 
the Scripture. The intention of this, there- 
fore, is to express the certainty of his mercies. 
It is not the language of hope, but of confident 
expectation. Can you, reader, say as much as 
this of any one earthly advantage ? Can you 
say it of money, or fame, or pleasure ? Can you 
predicate it of your children, or your friends ? 
Will you find this wonderful assurance of good 
things, whether general or particular, in any 
one earthly condition, or as the result of any 
position in life ? Will you be permitted to 
enjoy it in company with a love of the world 
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or of sin ? Look at its connexion. Where 
does it come ? It comes at the end of a list of 
spiritual experiences, and must be more or less 
associated with them. It is found only with 
God, among His green pastures, or beside His 
still waters. It is to be realized only by His 
sheep, at His table, which He spreads for them 
in His word and sacrament. This is the con- 
nexion in which it stands, and you may hunt 
the world up and down for it without success. 
But now nigh unto you, in your mouth, and in 
your heart, it is to be found, namely, in the 
word of faith which we preach : " That if thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus^ 
a/nd shalt believe in thine heart that Ghd 
hath raised him from the deady thou shalt 
be saved,^^ (Romans x. 9.) For this is the 
summit of all goodness and all mercy, and 
goodness and mercy it is which the be- 
liever shall for ever realize. Goodness, that 
is, spiritual advantages, shall be his portion. 
The word may signify profit or benefit, and 
here it implies as much, though it is the Lord's 
favour which is here principally intended. How 
fully does this bear out the Psalmisf s declara- 
tion in Psalm Ixxxiv. '^The Lord udll give grace 
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and glory ; no good thing will He unthholdji'om 
them that walk uprightly,^ Mercy follows this, 
and by mercy here is signified that which is 
abundant, uncommon, and extraordinary, for 
such is the meaning of the word. Can any 
thing be more applicable to the nature and pro- 
visions of the Gospel ? Is not this the good- 
ness and mercy which falls to the lot of God's 
children? Can any thing exhibit in greater 
light the favour of Almighty God ? Can any 
thing display more abundant kindness ? The 
provisions of the Gospel are the heritage of 
every believer, from the fall of Adam to the 
last hour of time. They were substantially the 
same, though not fully revealed until the last 
days. Whatever, therefore, the goodness and 
mercy which the Gospel unfolds to us, such is 
the Christian believer's assured privilege, in 
which he may be confident. It is secured to 
him " all the days of his life''' But from what 
grounds does the Psalmist draw this conclu- 
sion ? 

He draws it from past experience. He who 
could say as much as the foregoing verses de- 
clare, had certainly derived proofs enough of the 
love of God towards his soul to warrant him in 
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making it. For there is this mighty difference 
between God and man, that whereas man is apt 
to consider past favours reasons for doing no- 
thing further for the object of them, God is 
pleased to consider them as a pledge to greater 
and more abundant mercies. ** Remember Thy 
compassions of old^^ is the prayer which the 
believer makes. And when Israel had been 
chastised for their crimes, the chief argument 
with which Nehemiah seeks to prevail on God 
to do more for His people is the remembrance 
of His wonderful mercies. Does not our own 
Church supply us with abundant instances of 
this kind ? In her litany she prays, " O God, 
we have heard with our ears^ and our fathers 
have declared unto us, the noble works Thou 
didst in t/teir days, and in the old time before 
them ;" and then adds, " O Lordj arise^ help us, 
and deliver us for Thine honour." She puts 
it upon His very honour to help her children 
when they need Him. And is it not thus that 
we draw upon God } He is our all in all. 
Upon whom are we to rest but upon Him? 
Nor man, nor angel can be our provider. 
Therefore may we well unite with the Psalmist, 
and ask, " Whom have I in heaven but Thee ? 
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and there is none upon earth that I desire in 
comparison of Thee^ Let us look back, then, 
to what God has already done for our souls, 
since they are the intimations of the mercies 
we may yet expect. I say this to the believer, 
not to the careless and thoughtless. To these 
God has hitherto dealt mercifully, being willing 
that they should repent, and be converted and 
live, and therefore the past is an encourage- 
ment to them to draw nigh unto God while it 
is called " to-day." But the believer's position 
is different. He has tried the faithfulness, not 
the long suffering only of God. He has proved 
His forgiveness, not His forbearance alone. 
Therefore he is entitled to such a conclusion 
as the text, and to the possession of this sweet 
truth ; " The steps of a good man are ordered 
by the Lord^ and he delighteth in His way. 
Though he fall^ he shall not be utterly cast 
doum ; for the Lord upholdeth him with His 
handJ*^ (Psalm xxxvii. 23, 24.) 

But again, he draws this conclusion from the 
promises of God. It was affirmed that the 
text taken in this light is supported by many 
passages of Scripture. To give them all would 
be a long matter and superfluous. The follow- 
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ing, however, are some of them, "fli? tviU 
keep the feet of His saints.^ ^^ These thingti 
will I do unto them and not forsake them, '"* 
'^ I will make an everlasting covenant with 
them, that I will not turn away from them to 
do jtkem good, but I will put my fear in their 
hearts, that they shall not depart from me,^'' 
(Jeremiah xxxii. 40.) ^^ All that the Father 
hath given tmto me shall come to me ^ and him 
that Cometh to me I tviU in nowise cast out.'^ 
^^ This is the Father*s will which hath sent me, 
Utat of all which He hath given me I should 
lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last 
day.^ " My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they foUow me ; and I give unto 
them eternal life, and they shall never perish, 
neither shaU any pluck them out of my liand.''' 
** Who shall separate tis from the love of 
Christ ? " ^^ Who shaU also confirm you unto the 
endL" ^^ Being cof^dent of this very thing, that 
He which hath begun a good work in you, will 
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.^ " The 
Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, 
and will preserve me unto His heavenly king- 
dom.'" These scriptures might be abundantly 
increased in confirmation of the point.. But 

H 
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what needs it ? One declaration of the moutli 
of God is sufficient. But the believing 
Christian is surely entitled to apply to his own 
necessities the blessed assurance which the text 
affords him, against the doubts which the re- 
view of his sins, or the sense of his own un- 
worthiness and weakness, might create. The 
promises of God are not the flatterings of self- 
righteousness, but boons granted to weak and 
perishing sinners. They do err, therefore, who 
consider it presumption in a believer to take to 
his own case and heart the free and gracious 
promises which abound in the word of God. 
For whom are they intended if not for him ? 
Who shall reap them if not he ? 

Consequently, he draws the conclusion from 
the very fact of his own weakness. What is 
the counsel given to weakness ? ^^ Let him 
take hold of my strength thai he may make 
pea>ce with me, arid he shall make peace 
with me."*^ (Isaiah xxvii. 5.) Now it is 
precisely because we are unable of ourselves 
to help ourselves, so much as even to will or 
think that which is right, that we are encouraged 
to trust in Qod. It is because men do not feel 
their weakness that they lose their cldims to this 
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precious confidence and peace. What says God ? 
" My strength is made perfect i)n weakness. ^^ 
And what says His Apostle ? '^ / can do all 
things through Christ which strengtheneth me^ 
Now it must be remembered that the success 
of man just depends upon the degree^in which 
he apprehends and acts upon these truths. 
Some will attempt a righteousness of their 
own. Some will share with God the honours 
of victory. Some will lay aside all thoughts 
of self and rest in God alone. Now it is one 
tiling for a skilfiil workman to work with an 
imperfect tool. It is another thing for a man 
to use the best tools who has never tried his 
hand at the work. And such it is in regard to 
our obedience. '^ It is God that worketh in us^ 
both to will and to do of His good pleasure.^^ 
And though it is we who, so to speak, mechani- 
cally exercise our hands, " We are His work- 
manship^ created in Christ Jesus imto good 
works^ which God hath before ordained that 
we should walk in themP (Ephesians ii. 10.) 
If we attempt to work out our own righteous- 
ness independently, it is a miserable failure. 
If we think to call in the help of God to our 
own efforts, as an unskilful workman might 

H 2 
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take the fm^t tools, it will but end in dish 
appointment. But if we are led to feel our 
own weakness, and so to cast oursdives wholly 
upon God, to become His tools and His 
workmanship, then is our path plain, easy^ 
and finally secure. 

In the last place, then, the conclmdon of the 
text is to be drawn from the omnipotence of 
God. The very power of God is the guaranty 
of my final preservation. Look at the contrast 
— *on one side, perfect wesJmess— on the other, 
infinite strength. Is it possible for that mia 
to fell who casts his whcde case npon the suf- 
ficiency ci Jehovah ? Will He who doetfa 
whatsoever pleaseth Him in heaven and in 
earthj who clothes the lilies of the field, and 
knows the fall of every sparrow, sufier His weak 
child to perish? Now there is something in 
the very attribute of strength which inspires 
one with confidence. The strong are pro* 
tectors — and God, as being infinitely strong, is 
an unshaken friend to the helpless. He tells 
us so. " Let him take hold of my strength 
and make pea^e unth me,''* And again, 
" Humble yourselves, therefore^ under the 
mighty hand of God, tliat He may exalt 
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fou in due timsy casting all your care upon 
HimjfoT He carethfor you.^ (1 Peter v; 6. 7.) 
We cannot spixm from us the helpless child 
that rushes to our knees« We may correct it, 
but we cannot forsake it. And let ns remem^ 
ber, that as nothing is more acceptable i^ QtoA 
than this thorough dependence upon His arm, 
so nothing offends Him more than our trusting 
to onrselTes or oth^». ^^ Woe to them that 
go down to Egypt for help ; but they look not 
unto the Holy One of Israel^ neither seek the 
Lord* Thus saith the Lord Grod; In return^ 
ing and rest shall ye be solved; in quietneasand 
m cofffidence shall be your strength.''* J%ei». 
strength is to sit still. (Isaiah xxxi« 1 ; xxs* 1^*) 
The very strength of Jehoyah, linen, is an<^i^ 
isason for the c(»ielusion of the text, '* Surely , 
goodness and mercy shall faUow me aU the days 
<^rmg lifeJ* And why? Because it has followed 
me hitherto. Because I have the promises of 
God. Because I am utterly weak, and God 
is infinitely strong. These are gronnds which 
cannot fail while God is true, and His strength 
alone is a sufficient reason for His noFt change 
ing. 
'But the Psalmist gives us one more subject 
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of meditation in the resolution and trust which 
he expresses, and with which he concludes his 
song. It may be called both a resolution and 
a trust, because it is evidently intended to ex* 
press both these points. The resolution affirms 
that he will dwell in or turn to the house of the 
Lord for ever. This is a valuable evidence of 
the direction and workings of a spiritual mind, 
in reference to religious exercises and devotion. 
The true believer does not hold lightly the 
precious ordinances Of God's house, or the 
exercises of devotion. They are as generally 
necessary to his well being, as food and rai- 
ment to his body. Only they are not the 
grace, neither are they effectual as means of 
grace, but to him and such as believe with him. 
To the house of God, ihe place where he prin* 
cipally obtains these good things, and where 
God has always promised to meet him, he 
turns unceasingly. So great is his love for it, 
BO frequent are his visits to it, that he promises 
to dwell therein. Do we understand this,theni 
Can we enter into the Psalmist's devout desires ? 
Is the house of God to us a place consecrated, 
not only by the holy services that take place 
there».but by the mercies and Joys which we 
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have received there ? Are our visits to it cha^ 
racterized by deep satisfaction ; not by the ex- 
citements of a fine sermon, or the feeling that 
we have discharged an obligation, but by the 
positive enjoyment of divine comforts, and il- 
luminations ? If this be not so, what is the 
house of God to us ? It is no more than any 
other house, albeit God is especially and by 
appointment in it; although it is the gate of 
heaven. Dear reader, there is a connexion 
between the Psalmist's resolution and trust, not 
only for him, but for us. These visits to the 
Lord's house, which he calls dwelling therein, 
are pronounced by him to be endless, for ever. 
And why? The gradation is easy from one 
to the other. What is heaven but the place 
where God's honour dwelleth. His great tem- 
ple, where there is no need of sun nor moon 
to light it I What is it but the real everlasting 
Sabbath day which Christians are going to keep, 
and of which our earthly Sabbaths are images 
and preparations? The employments are the 
same, the worshippers are the same, the object 
of desire, joy, and adoration, is the same. How 
natural the transition. ^^ / will dwell in the 
hou^ of the LordP He might have stopped 
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there, had he only intended to express his de- 
Totional employments here, but he adds, ^^ fm 
ever^ and our thoughts are instantly carried to 
that place and that scene to which the sotd 
of every real believer is turning with " ardent 
pangs of strong desire." This is a fit conclu- 
sion for this beautiful and invaluable psalm. 
We have followed the Psalmist in his happy 
experience as a child of God through his whole 
career, from the day in which he takes God for 
his portion, and Christ for his shepherd, to the 
assurance that he shall dwell in the eternal rest 
that remaineth for the people of God. There 
we may leave him. He is now enjoying not 
its fulness but its certainty. He has left this 
upon record to animate us to a similar con- 
fidence, and to allure us to throw ourselves upon 
the sufficiency of a covenanted God, revealed 
to us in the person and offices of Jesus Christ. 
In conclusion^ therefore, let me once more as- 
sure you, that the language we have been con- 
sidering is neither extravagant nor fancifiil,iior 
are the experiences, of which it is the descrip- 
tion, a dream. In greater or less degree they 
are the proven circumstances and privileges of 
every sinner that has fled for refuge to 
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of Christ, and that has resolutely cast all his care 
upon an all-sufficient Saviour. It only remains 
for you to test their truth in your own case, re- 
membering this, that God, and God alone, is the 
portion of His people, and that they seek n6 
other; that neither riches nor a great name nor 
carnal pleasure contain Him, and that as His 
sheep shall never want, so they shall never miss 
the fold in which all that believe in His name 
will be finally gathered. 



THE END. 
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